[image: image1.emf]


Final ARF logo - Tall and Wide versions











"building knowledge of the harmful effects of alcohol and informing lifestyle choices that enable, encourage and support change within communities and individuals”
    ABN 97 351 373 244


The Australian Rechabite Foundation (ARF) is a charitable trust registered with the Australian Taxation Office as a Private Ancillary Fund and was established in 2009 by IOR Friendly Society Limited as part of its demutualisation process.  

As a Private Ancillary Fund, ARF is required to donate 5% of its total assets each financial year to entities with deductible gift recipient status.  ARF generates income from investing its capital and through donations from Rechabite members.  We rely on donations from the Rechabites and have been fortunate to receive donations from individual members and directly from the NSW Rechabites.  We encourage all members to support the wonderful work of the ARF.  Details on how to make a donation are attached.
The ARF believes it is essential to support quality research into the harmful effects of alcohol.  With this research, advocates are able to more effectively lobby government, educate the community and counter the message of alcohol related industries.  The ARF also sees benefit in supporting community groups working directly to enable, encourage and support change within communities and individuals.
2012 Grants

In 2012 the ARF received 18 applications for grants as part of its small grants program and provided funding support for the the following six grant applicants:

	University of Newcastle
	Social networking will be used to recruit parents of 13-17 year olds. Parents will complete a web-based survey exploring their attitudes and behaviours regarding the supply of alcohol to, and consumption of alcohol by adolescents. The social network established through recruitment will be maintained to assess the potential effectiveness of using social media to intervene with parents, and reduce risky alcohol consumption by adolescents.

	The George Institute
	Using data across 4 states and territories, this project will examine associations between number and density of alcohol outlets, and risk of road crash. The research will provide important information about new approaches for prevention of alcohol related road crashes and resulting injury. 

	PAAC
	AMSANT Inc. seeks a contribution towards the continued engagement of a Policy Co-ordinator on alcohol reform, based with PAAC. PAAC is a community-based action group that works to reduce alcohol-related harm.  It has succeeded in having voluntary product withdrawals and pricing implemented by supermarket retailers in Alice Springs, and has made a significant contribution to putting alcohol reform issues on the national agenda. See: www.paac.org.au  

	Turning Point
	The aim of the project is to raise awareness among clinicians of alcohol recovery groups in their local communities to improve the ‘assertive linkage’ of clients into local support networks. The aim is to increase the continuity of care and treatment and to improve active involvement of professionals in mutual aid and other community groups to improve recovery among drinkers in specialist treatment.

	Burnett/Lim Institute
	Binge drinking is a serious and common problem for young people in Australia. This pilot study aims to investigate the use of smart phone applications (Apps) for health promotion. This will include a critical review of Apps available for download and conducting community focus groups with young people to determine acceptability and potential for using Apps to promote anti-binge drinking messages.

	Homebase Youth Service
	To empower young people to make positive choices in regards to alcohol-related harm through education on strategies and first aid responses to incidences of alcohol misuse. This project will strengthen the capacity of local service providers working directly with young people to facilitate evidence based programs that provide the skills and knowledge to respond appropriately to alcohol-related harm.


SUCCESS OF PREVIOUS GRANTS
The ARF previously supported two PhD students with doctoral fellowships in conjunction with the Sidney Myer Foundation.  Results from their research are already providing crucial evidence to more effectively lobby government, educate the community and counter the message of alcohol related industries.

Michael Livingston. Density of alcohol outlets as an alcohol policy issue.  

Livingston’s dissertation, “The effects of changes in the availability of alcohol on consumption, health and social problems”, has now been filed.  It includes material from seven papers that have already been published and received wide circulation.  The findings from Livingston’s research have been widely cited in important policy documents, for instance:

·
The National Preventative Health Taskforce (in Australia: the healthiest country by 2020)

·
The  New Zealand Law Commission (in: Alcohol In Our Lives: Curbing the Harm)

·
The Victorian Parliament’s Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee (in: Inquiry into Strategies to Reduce Assaults in Public Places in Victoria)

·
The Queensland Parliamentary Law, Justice and Safety Committee (in: Inquiry into Alcohol-Related Violence)

The research has also been widely cited in liquor licensing hearings around Australia, where local communities, police or other stakeholders are objecting to the granting of a new licence (e.g. Joshamie Nominees Pty v Director of Liquor Licensing, VCAT 2188 (19 October 2009), Bambou Restaurant v Stonnington CC, VCAT 1758 (25 October 2010)) and has been key evidence in the rare cases where applications were refused (e.g. The refusal of a licence for a Dan Murphy’s outlet in Shoalhaven, NSW, Woolshed Pub @ Central Pier Pty Ltd v Director of Liquor Licensing, VCAT 2216 (2 November 2009)).  Livingston has regularly acted as an expert witness in these hearings.

The findings have had direct policy impacts in Victoria, contributing to a number of changes to planning and licensing law.  In previous years, these included the addition of an explicit consideration of cumulative impact in licensing deliberations, and an amendment requiring new packaged liquor outlets to seek planning approval.  In January, 2012, Stonnington City Council’s planning scheme was amended by the Victorian Planning Minister, as requested by the Council, to prevent the approval of any new late-night venues in the Chapel Street precinct.  The council made substantial use of the results of this study to make their successful argument for this amendment.

Anne-Marie Laslett.  Alcohol’s harm to others studies.  

Dr. Laslett’s dissertation, which will be completed late in 2012, is concerned with the role of alcohol use by carers in child abuse and neglect, viewed both from the perspective of general population respondents reporting on the harms from adults’ drinking to their children, and from the perspective of social workers’ notation of alcohol use by carers as an issue in Child Protection cases.  In the meantime, she has also been study director on a more general study of Alcohol’s harm to others, which her dissertation work is aligned with.  This study, funded by FARE, has received substantial media and public attention, and has become an important element in Australian policy discussions about alcohol problems.  It has also attracted strong international interest, and is serving as a model for work in other countries.  Centre for Alcohol Policy Research (CAPR) staff, notably Anne-Marie Laslett and Robin Room, have been heavily involved in advising and consulting with the World Health Organization and with national teams in designing and mounting a series of new studies, and have served unofficially as coordinators of international collaborative efforts.  The international diffusion of adaptations of the Australian study’s methods and instruments will eventually reflect benefits back to Australia, since it will be possible to gain new insights and conclusions by reanalysing Australian data in a comparative frame with other national studies.
The World Health Organization has decided that Alcohol’s harm to others is one of the four priority streams for international developmental research work under its Global Strategy to Reduce the Harmful Use of Alcohol.  In collaboration with Thai Health, a quasi-governmental public health agency in Thailand, a WHO Alcohol’s harm to others project is to be undertaken initially in seven countries, including Thailand, Vietnam, Laos, Sri Lanka, India, Nigeria, and probably Chile.  In addition, there are a number of countries with an interest in Alcohol’s harm to others which are planning a specific study or including questions in the area in a multi-topic survey.  An informal International Group for Comparative Studies of Alcohol’s Harm to Others (IGSAHO) was formed, with subgroups primarily concerned with population surveys and primarily concerned with register-data studies. Dr. Laslett has informally coordinated IGSAHO, with meetings at the edge of larger meetings in Melbourne in April, 2011, in Bangkok in February, 2012 and in Stavanger, Norway in June, 2012.  At one level, the Alcohol’s harm to others initiatives aim to promote a series of research studies and to enhance their cross-national comparability.  But at another level, the area has attracted such high interest from WHO and other groups because of its high policy significance.  The finding in the Australian study that the burden of alcohol on those around the drinker is at least as heavy as the burden on drinkers themselves is important in political considerations about the importance of alcohol control policies, globally as well as in Australia.

"building knowledge of the harmful effects of alcohol and informing lifestyle choices that enable, encourage and support change within communities and individuals”
 ABN 97 351 373 244
PLEASE SUPPORT THE ARF BY MAKING A DONATION TODAY

The Australian Rechabite Foundation is a charitable trust registered with the Australian Taxation Office as a Private Ancillary Fund.

The aim of the Foundation is to build knowledge of the harmful effects of alcohol, to inform lifestyle choices that enable, encourage and support change within communities and individuals.
In order to ensure that the heritage of the Rechabites is retained and that approaches related to the concept of temperance and education on the harmful effects of alcohol can find new expression in the future, the Foundation will require ongoing support.
HOW TO MAKE A DONATION

If you wish to make a donation please mail a cheque or money order to 
Australian Rechabite Foundation 
PO Box 4001 Eight Mile Plains, Queensland, 4113 
If your donation is tax deductible and you require a receipt for tax purposes please include your name and address and we will send a receipt to you.

Please contact us if you would like more information on how to make a tax deductible gift of monies, shares or inclusion of the Foundation in your will.

CONTACT

Australian Rechabite Foundation 
PO Box 4001 Eight Mile Plains, Queensland, 4113 
Email: arfoundation@australianrechabites.org.au
