INDEPENDENT ORDER OF RECHABITES QUEENSLAND DISTRICT NO. 87 INC.

ABN: 46 618 348 081

District Office: 6 Colette Street Wakerley 4154

Telephone/Fax: 07 3893 2499

e-mail: rlcook@bigpond.net.au

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL DISTRICT COUNCIL HELD ON SATURDAY 8 OCTOBER 2011 AT THE UNITING CHURCH HALL, CRACKNELL ROAD ANNERLEY.

1. OPENING AND ATTENDANCE
The District Chief Ruler, Sis. M J. Andrews declared the Annual District Council open at 3.00pm with attendance as recorded.

2.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were noted for Bro. C.L. & Sis. E.M. Devereux, Bro. R & Sis. O Turner, Bro. K.E. Tune, Bro. D.G. Chapman, and Sis. J.M. Henderson.
3.
DISTRICT CHIEF RULER’S ADDRESS
DISTRICT CHIEF RULER’S ADDRESS TO AGM

Brothers and Sisters

My first year as your District Chief Ruler has been a most enjoyable one.  We, as an Executive, have implemented some strategies to further enhance our involvement in reducing alcohol-related problems in the community.

In July, we were accepted by the National Alliance for Action on Alcohol (NAAA) to join their organisation.  The NAAA is a coalition of health and community organisations from across Australia working towards reducing harm from alcohol and creating a healthier Australia.  We are proud to have taken this step as it provides a solid foundation to continue the work started in 1872 and assists us to achieve one of our objectives to promote voluntary total abstinence from alcohol and other drugs of dependence through temperance education and other activities in the community within Queensland.

The Australian Medical Association hosted an Alcohol Tax Forum in Canberra on 28 September on behalf of the National Alliance for Action on Alcohol (NAAA). Leading public health and not-for profit organisations and experts, and Federal Members of Parliament attended the forum to discuss reforms that are needed in Australia’s system of alcohol taxation to reduce the significant harms that can result from excess alcohol consumption.  The Forum’s outcomes propose reform priorities for consideration ahead of the Government’s Tax Forum which was held on 4-5 October 2011.  I table a Communiqué received from NAAA forum regarding the outcomes and agreements reached.

Continuing to fulfil our Objects, the District Executive recently resolved to provide some financial assistance to organisations working in the fields of temperance education and other related activities.  Drug Arm Australasia, Teen Challenge Queensland and Life Education Queensland were recipients of donations from the Order to continue their work.

Another innovation from the District Executive has been the establishment of a website which will show details of the Rechabite history, current and past issues of The Australian Rechabite and other information of interest to members.  The website should be up and running shortly.

The wonderful work of Bro Ian and Sis Rae Belcher continues to produce a quality magazine, The Australian Rechabite, twice a year for your enjoyment.  It is interesting to see what activities Rechabites throughout Australia enjoy.  Thanks go to these two members for all their good work.

It was with regret that the District Executive placed Invincible Tent No 3 on the Inactive Tent list.  Thank you to Bro Roy and Sis Olive Turner for continuing this Tent for as long as they could.  We do hope to see members from this Tent at functions for many years to come.

Once again this year, the District Executive has resolved to post calendars to members on a one per family arrangement.  Look out for your calendar towards the end of the year.

The District Executive noted since Census night, that there are five members of the Order who have celebrated, or will be celebrating, their 100th birthday in 2011 and 2012.  We extend our best wishes to these members.  What a wonderful achievement.

The Order Christmas party will again be held this year at the Uniting Church Hall, Cracknell Road, Annerley on Saturday the 10 December 2011 form 6.00 p.m.  We look forward to seeing as many members as possible at this event.  If you wish to attend, please notify me by 3 December for catering purposes.

In closing, I wish to place on record my appreciation for the support of my fellow District Executive members since our last Annual District Council and particularly to Bro Bob Cook for his continuing care of our Order in Queensland and Bro Peter Henderson for watching over our finances.  A thank you also to all members who support Tent meetings and the social functions organised by the RSAC.

I look forward to promoting the IOR in Queensland into the future.
Sis Margaret Andrews

District Chief Ruler

Sis. G.M. Harbottle moved “That the address of the District Chief Ruler be received”

Seconded Sis. J.A. Swan




CARRIED BY ACCLAMATION
It was agreed that the address would be reproduced in the next issue of The Australian Rechabite.
4.
STATUTORY BUSINESS
28.1(a)
receiving the statement of income and expenditure, assets, liabilities and 





mortgages, charges and securities affecting the property of the association for the last reportable 


financial year;

Bro. P G Henderson, District Treasurer, presented the financial report for 2010 -2011 to the meeting.
Bro. P G Henderson moved “That the statement of income and expenditure, assets, liabilities and mortgages, charges and securities affecting the property of the association for the last financial year be received.

Seconded Bro. G.J. Williams







CARRIED

Bro. Henderson then proceeded to outline some of the significant figures in the accounts after which Sis. Andrews threw the meeting open to questions.
28.1(b)

receiving the audit report or verification statement on the financial affairs of the 

association for the last reportable financial year;

Bro. P G Henderson moved “That the audit report on the financial affairs of the association for the last financial year be received”.

Seconded Bro. N.E.  McIvor






CARRIED

28.1(c)

presenting the financial statement and audit report to the meeting for adoption;
Bro. P G Henderson moved “That the statement of income and expenditure, assets, liabilities and mortgages, charges and securities affecting the property of the association for the last financial year and the report of the auditor be adopted.

Seconded Bro J.F. MacDonald







CARRIED

28.1(d)  elect members of the District Executive biennially in accordance with 14.3;

Sis. M. J. Andrews D.C.R. noted that 2011 is not an election year.
28.1(e)  appoint an auditor, an accountant or an approved person for the present financial year.

The D.C.R. Sis. Andrews advised that the District Executive recommends that J O’Connor Pty Ltd be appointed for a  three year term. 
Bro. P G Henderson moved “That J O’Connor Pty Ltd be appointed for a  three year term.

Seconded Bro G.J. Williams







CARRIED


The District Chief Ruler advised that the statutory business was now concluded.
5.
DISTRICT EXECUTIVE REPORT

On behalf of the District Executive, The District Secretary tabled the following report;
REPORT OF THE DISTRICT EXECUTIVE 

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF RECHABITES QUEENSLAND DISTRICT NO. 87 INC.

1.
PREAMBLE
This report has been prepared by the District Executive to cover those matters which the Rules place under the control and supervision of the Executive.

2.

MEMBERSHIP



As at 30 September 2011;

	Status
	Code
	Male
	Female
	Total

	Current Paid – NO MAIL
	NOC
	1
	6
	7

	Current - Paid
	CUR
	343
	431
	774

	Current – Flood Waiver
	FLO
	2
	5
	7

	Deceased
	DEC
	16
	22
	38

	Life Members
	LIF
	5
	1
	6

	Lost Contact
	LOS
	1
	2
	3

	Resigned
	RES
	15
	21
	36

	Unfinancial - NO MAIL
	NOU
	0
	0
	0

	Unfinancial
	UNF
	21
	28
	49

	Total:
	
	404
	516
	920



Prior to the membership accounts for 2011 and in accordance with Rule 10.4 (c), all original members who had not paid their 2010 membership fee, were terminated and purged from the membership system.


The membership system will again be purged prior to the despatch of the 2012 membership accounts.


2011 Wall calendars were provided to members last year, one to a family (so far as could be accurately determined) and 2012 calendars are being provided this year. Each family also receives The Australian Rechabite twice a year.

3.

FINANCIAL MATTERS

The financial statement for our first reportable year has already been presented to the meeting however for the information of members, balance of funds as at 30 September 2011 was $112,632.98.

4.
BY-LAWS & RITUAL REVIEW

There have been no Rule changes made or proposed. Some minor changes were made to the RSAC By-laws and these were provided to the Tents and Committee by circular 013_2011.

5.
RECHABITE  SOCIAL ACTIVITY COMMITTEE

A report on the activities of the Rechabite Social Activities Committee and its sub committees will be given under the miscellaneous business item on the agenda which will also include the election of office bearers for the next twelve months. 

6.
THE AUSTRALIAN RECHABITE

The Australian Rechabite continues to be the main communication vehicle of the three Rechabite associations. All States have given approval for further editions with a further review to be considered down the track but not subject to any specific timeframe..


We again thank Bro. and Sis. Belcher for their efforts in bringing the popular magazine to production as well as extending our appreciation to those few contributors who have ensured that Queensland is well represented in the pages.

7.
WWW. THE RECHABITES INTO THE FUTURE. COM.AU

The District Executive, together with the Rechabite fraternities in New South Wales and Victoria and possibly The Australian Rechabite Foundation are currently working to provide an internet capability. This will enable members to access the latest information from each District and, through a secure server, make membership payments and donations.


Links to organisations with similar ideals as ours will be provided as well as, through internet search engines such as Google, Yahoo and Bing, enable our story to be accessed by all other users of the internet. 

8.
ASSOCIATIONS

Bros. Henderson continues as a director of Drug Arm Foundation and Drug Arm Australasia and the executive and finance committees of both organisations. Bro. Cook resigned from both boards effective 31 July 2011. 

The Executive is proud to announce that in June 2011, the Association (Order) was accepted into membership of the National Alliance for Action on Alcohol, a representative lobby group seeking to highlight at the highest levels not only the dangers of alcohol and alcohol abuse but the significant cost to public health. 

9.
THE AUSTRALIAN RECHABITE FOUNDATION

The Executive occasionally receives enquiries from members asking about the Foundation and consider it appropriate to make some information available to the members.


The Australian Rechabite Foundation is a charitable trust registered with the Australian Taxation Office as a Private Ancillary Fund. An ancillary fund is a fund established and maintained under a will or instrument of trust solely for the purpose of providing money, property or benefits to deductible gift recipients (DGRs) or the establishment of DGRs.


The aim of the Foundation is to build knowledge of the harmful effects of alcohol and to inform of  lifestyle choices that enable, encourage and support change within communities and individuals.


The Foundation’s policy on grants is to fund a mixture of research and community action grants and will issue periodic calls for grant applications, with the amount disbursed determined by the funds available and the merits of the applications.


Groups applying must have DGR status, as required by the Foundation’s structure and tax status, and be involved in areas consistent with the mission statement.


In order to ensure that the heritage of the Rechabites is retained and that approaches related to the concept of temperance and education on the harmful effects of alcohol can find new expression in the future, the Foundation will require ongoing support.


The District Treasurer, Bro. Peter Henderson will, as Secretary of the Foundation, provide an update on current grants during the meeting.

10.
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT


This year, the Executive decided to expand our charitable base by including organizations with a philosophy similar, not necessarily identical, to ours.


Consequently, donations were made to Teen Challenge and Life Education, each organization receiving $2,000.00 while the annual donation to DrugArm Australasia was increased to $3,000.00 to help fund a DVD education program.

11.
TENT REPORT

During the year, the District Executive visited David Livingstone and Annerley Tents in June and Hope of Ipswich in July.


Of course the closure of Invincible Tent No. 3 was a setback however Bro. Turner must be congratulated on his efforts in keeping the Tent functioning for as long as he did.

12.
2010 CHRISTMAS PARTY
The 2010 Christmas party was well attended by 43 adults and 19 children. Obviously the torrential summer storm just as the party was about to start did not deter too many. Thankfully, the right number of children turned up for the pre-booked visit from Santa Claus.

Entertainment was again provided by a solo artist, John Cornelius.

The 2010 Christmas party resulted in a net cost of $800.01 against a net budget of $700.00.

As has already been advised by Tent Circular, the 2011 Christmas Party will be held on Saturday, 10 December 2011 in the Cracknell Road hall. Again thanks to the members of David Livingstone and Annerley Tents who quickly agreed to the request of the District Executive to host this most important function in our social calendar. A $5.00 charge will apply to all persons other than school age and under children.

13.
CONCLUSION
The Executive again sincerely thanks those few but staunch Rechabites who keep the spirit, the principles and the heritage alive.


M.J. Andrews


D.C.R.

C.M. Kilah


D.D.R.


N.R. Andrews 


I.P.D.G.R
R.A. Cook


D.S.


P.G. Henderson


D.T.

J.F. MacDonald


D.O


G.M. Harbottle


D.O. 
Sis. G.M. Harbottle moved “That the Report of the District Executive be received”.

Seconded Bro. V.A. Belcher







CARRIED

The District Chief Ruler then opened the report up for discussion with the following comments noted:

Bro. Henderson, commenting on the recently introduced practice of sending birthday cards to members turning 100, suggested that a framed certificate also be provided, suitable to sit beside the one from the Queen.


Sis. Andrews thanked Bro. & Sis. Belcher for the work they do on The Australian Rechabite which was supported by acclamation.



Bro. N.E. McIvor moved “That the Report of the District Executive be adopted”.

Seconded Sis. C.D. Williams







CARRIED
6.
REPORTS OF KINDRED ORGANISATIONS

Bro. Henderson provided an update on matters with DrugArm including the merger with the Mental Health Association of Queensland and the move to new premises in Annerley Road Annerley.

Bros. Andersen, Williams and Tune were confirmed as representatives.


Bro. Henderson then provided an update on the Australian Rechabite Foundation.
7.
CONSIDERATION OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE

Bro. Henderson reminded members that the current fee of $15.00 plus GST was set for two years at the 2010 Annual District Council.
8.
BUSINESS ON NOTICE
Sis. M.J. Andrews noted that there was no business.
9.
CONSIDERATION OF LIFE MEMBERSHIP ELEVATION

Sis. Andrews D.C.R. advised that the District Executive has no recommendations for this Council.
10.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS


Bro. N. R.  Andrews presented the following report;

Meetings have been carried out by email and phone with our only full meeting being held at Ipswich after the White Williams in May. In spite of this, the Interdistrict and White Williams at Ipswich and the Interdistrict and the Juster Nalder at Gatton were successfully held.

The winners of the White/Williams were Bro and Sis Collingwood of Gatton, with Bro and Sis Williams of Ipswich the runners-up.  The winners of the Juster/Nalder were Bro Anderson and Bro Turner (sub) from Gatton, with Sis Jarvis and Bro Andersen from Brisbane 1 as the runners-up.

The Household Fair on the 10 September was held at the Uniting Church Hall, Cracknell Road, Annerley.  Overall the entries were down but 35 members and friends attended during the day.  This year, an afternoon tea was held in place of the usual dinner.  It was well received by members.

The winners were as follows:



Alex & Alice Morrison Memorial Trophy



Gatton



Interdistrict Rinks Winners – Savage Cup



Gatton



Interdistrict Rinks Runners-up – Hoskins Shield


Ipswich



Commonwealth Tent Trophy – Ladies Singles Winner

Sis Collingwood







Ladies Singles Runner-up

Sis Jarvis



Commonwealth Tent Trophy – Gent’s Singles Winner

Bro Collingwood







Gent’s Singles Runner-up

Bro Andrews

Interdistrict Pairs Winners – Fred Lather Memorial
Gatton (Bro Anderson & Bro Henderson sub)

Interdistrict Pairs Runners-up – E (Ted) Why Memorial
Brisbane 2 (Sis Swan and Paul Andrews)

On 11 June 2011, a bus trip was arranged by the Ipswich Rechabite Social Club to Kingscliff.  A very enjoyable day was had by the 47 members and friends who attended.  

Another bus trip on 1 September 2011 was organized by the Ipswich Rechabite Social Club to Jacob’s Well and surrounds.  Another full bus and another enjoyable day.  

Our next year will present some challenges in carrying out our usual activities.  Members playing bowls 

have decreased and it is becoming increasingly difficult for the Games Director to organize the teams.   An example of this was to be seen at the HHF when the Ladies and Gent’s singles were changed to open competitions, i.e. not representing districts, so competitions could be staged.  Initially the pairs only had 2 teams with a third being created on the day.

The members of the RSAC will be holding a meeting before the end of the year to discuss our arrangements for 2012.

The Honorary office Bearers and Executive Committee of the RSAC will be elected at today’s meeting.

We thank all tents and members for their support during the year and look forward to their support in 2012.  Thank you also to the office bearers and Executive Members for their support and as usual thank you to the District Executive.

Bro Noel Andrews      

Chairman/Assistant Games Director

Sis Margaret Andrews          
Secretary/Games Director

Sis Glenys Harbottle            
Treasurer

Bro George Williams     Executive Committee, Chairman of Ipswich Rechabite Social Club

Sis Cora Williams      
Executive Committee, Secretary of Ipswich Rechabite Social Club

Bro Keith Tune           

Executive Committee
Bro. G.J. Williams moved “That the Report of the Rechabite Social Activities Committee be received”.

Seconded
 Sis. J.A. Swan



Sis. Andrews advised that nominations had been received for the election of members of the RSAC 
Committee, noting the following positions;



Bro Noel Andrews


Chairman




Sis Margaret Andrews


Secretary



Sis Glenys Harbottle


Treasurer




Sis Margaret Andrews


Games Director




Bro George Williams


Executive Committee




Bro Keith Tune



Executive Committee


Sis. J.L. Chapman moved “That the nominations be accepted and the persons appointed to the RSA
committee.”

Seconded Bro. N.E. McIvor







CARRIED
11.
DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT ANNUAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

Bro. N.R. Andrews moved “That the time and place of the 2012 Annual District Council be left in the hands 
of the District Executive.”

Seconded Sis. J.L. Chapman







CARRIED

Bro. V.A. Belcher moved “That the Minutes of this Annual District Council be referred to the District 
Executive for confirmation and adoption.”


Seconded Bro. N.R. Andrews







CARRIED
13.
CLOSE

The DCR, Sis. M. J. Andrews then closed the meeting at 3.45 pm with an invitation to remain for afternoon tea.







