INDEPENDENT ORDER OF RECHABITES QUEENSLAND DISTRICT NO. 87 INC.

ABN: 46 618 348 081

District Office: 6 Colette Street Wakerley 4154

Telephone/Fax: 07 3893 2499

e-mail: rlcook@bigpond.net.au OR qldsecretary@australianrechabites.org.au

web:www.australianrechabites.org.au

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL DISTRICT COUNCIL SATURDAY 13 OCTOBER 2012 IN THE UNITING CHURCH HALL, 58 KADUMBA STREET YERONGA.

1. OPENING AND ATTENDANCE
The District Chief Ruler, Sis. M J. Andrews declared the Annual District Council open at 3.00pm with attendance as recorded.

2.
APOLOGIES

Apologies were noted for Bro. C.L. Devereux, Bro. R & Sis. O Turner, Sis. J.M. Henderson, Bro. G & Sis. C Williams, Bro. N & Sis D McIvor.
3.
DISTRICT CHIEF RULER’S ADDRESS


DISTRICT CHIEF RULER’S ADDRESS TO ANNUAL DISTRICT COUNCIL
Brothers and Sisters

As I finish my time as your District Chief Ruler, I thank you all for the privilege.  It has been an honour to serve you.

The last year has seen some changes to the Order.  We have lost many members through resignation and death.  One member I would like to mention is one of our centenarians, Sis McKinley.  Sis McKinley was the wife of a past District Secretary and passed away 19 days after she turned 100.  Noel and I, together with Bro Andersen, attended her funeral service on your behalf.  

One of our other centenarians, Sis Liz Jordan from Hope of Ipswich Tent No 2, amazes all who meet her.  She is still a very active Tent member.  I’ve had the opportunity of seeing Liz at a few functions this year and her enthusiasm for life should inspire us all.

I hope you have all had the opportunity to look at our website.  If you have any comments or suggestions, please pass them on to Bro Cook or any other member of the Executive.  A big thank you goes to Bro Cook for all the work that he has put into getting the site up and running.

Your Executive has visited all the active tents in Queensland, David Livingstone, Annerley, Ipswich and Mackay.  The visit to Mackay was an informal meeting that Noel and I attended during our recent holiday to western and northern Queensland.  A very enjoyable time was had at Bro and Sis MacDonald’s home for lunch.  Many members of Mackay tent were present.

The visit to Ipswich tent was also enjoyable where I installed their tent officers for the next year.  At the visit to David Livingstone and Annerley tents, I gave a brief report on behalf of the members in attendance.

The Executive donated $5,000 this year to Drug Arm, Life Education and Teen Challenge to help them with their respective programmes.

The wonderful work of Bro Ian and Sis Rae Belcher continues to produce a quality magazine, The Australian Rechabite, twice a year for your enjoyment.  This year, they have produced the magazine under some very trying circumstances.  However, we thank them most sincerely and trust they will continue their good work.
Once again this year, the District Executive has resolved to post calendars to members on a one per family arrangement.  Look out for your calendar towards the end of the year.

The Order Christmas party will be held this year at the Uniting Church Hall, Pope Street, Tarragindi on Saturday the 8 December 2012 from 6.00 p.m.  We look forward to seeing as many members as possible at this event.  If you wish to attend, please notify me by 1 December for catering purposes.  Another fun filled night is assured.
In closing, I wish to place on record my appreciation for the support of my fellow District Executive members since our last Annual District Council and particularly to Bro Bob Cook for his continuing care of our Order in Queensland and Bro Peter Henderson for watching over our finances.  A thank you also to all members who support Tent meetings and the social functions organised by the RSAC.

I wish our incoming District Chief Ruler, Sis Kilah, all the best for her term and will be delighted to help her whenever I can.

Margaret Andrews

District Chief Ruler


Bro. V.I. Belcher moved “That the address of the District Chief Ruler be received”

Seconded Sis. C.M. Kilah




CARRIED BY ACCLAMATION
4.
STATUTORY BUSINESS
28.1(a)
receiving the statement of income and expenditure, assets, liabilities and 





mortgages, charges and securities affecting the property of the association for the last reportable 


financial year;

Bro. P G Henderson, District Treasurer, presented the financial report for 2011 -2012 to the meeting.
Bro. P G Henderson moved “That the statement of income and expenditure, assets, liabilities and mortgages, charges and securities affecting the property of the association for the last financial year be received.

Seconded Sis. J.A. Swan







CARRIED

Bro. Henderson then proceeded to outline some of the significant figures in the accounts after which Sis. Andrews opened the meeting to questions.
28.1(b)

receiving the audit report or verification statement on the financial affairs of the 

association for the last reportable financial year;

Bro. P G Henderson moved “That the audit report on the financial affairs of the association for the last financial year be received”.

Seconded Sis. I.C. Walker







CARRIED

28.1(c)

presenting the financial statement and audit report to the meeting for adoption;
Bro. P G Henderson moved “That the statement of income and expenditure, assets, liabilities and mortgages, charges and securities affecting the property of the association for the last financial year and the report of the auditor be adopted.

Seconded Sis. G.M. Harbottle






CARRIED

28.1(d)  elect members of the District Executive biennially in accordance with 14.3;

Sis Andrews advised the meeting that there will not be any ballots this year as there were only sufficient nominations received in each position to fill the position.

(2)
proceed to election DECLARATION of Officers.



DISTRICT DEPUTY RULER.

.


Sis. Andrews declared Sis. Glenys Margaret Harbottle, Hearts of Oak Tent No. 29, District Deputy Ruler for the biennial period 2012 - 2014.

DISTRICT SECRETARY.

Sis. Andrews declared Bro. Robert Alexander Cook, Annerley Tent No. 67, District Secretary for the biennial period 2012 - 2014.

DISTRICT TREASURER.

Sis. Andrews declared Bro. Peter Geoffrey Henderson, Annerley Tent No. 67, District Treasurer for the biennial period 2012 - 2014.


DISTRICT OFFICER.


Sis. Andrews declared Bro. Noel Robert Andrews, David Livingstone Tent No. 5 and Bro. James Fraser MacDonald, Star of Mackay Tent No. 21 District Officers for the biennial period 2012 - 2014.
28.1(e)  appoint an auditor, an accountant or an approved person for the present financial year.

Sis. Andrews announced that J. O'Connor Pty  Ltd. was appointed last year for a three year term.


The District Chief Ruler advised that the statutory business was now concluded.
5.
DISTRICT EXECUTIVE REPORT

On behalf of the District Executive, The District Secretary tabled the following report;

REPORT OF THE DISTRICT EXECUTIVE 

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF RECHABITES QUEENSLAND DISTRICT NO. 87 INC.

1.
PREAMBLE
This report has been prepared by the District Executive to cover those matters which the Rules place under the control and supervision of the Executive.

2.

MEMBERSHIP


As at 30 September 2012;
	Status
	Code
	Male
	Female
	Total

	Current Paid – NO MAIL
	NOC
	1
	5
	6

	Current - Paid
	CUR
	313
	384
	697

	Current – Flood Waiver
	FLO
	0
	0
	0

	Deceased
	DEC
	8
	13
	21

	Life Members
	LIF
	4
	1
	5

	Lost Contact
	LOS
	3
	5
	8

	Resigned
	RES
	7
	16
	2

	Terminated
	TER
	11
	12
	23

	Unfinancial
	UNF
	18
	28
	46

	Total:
	
	365
	464
	829



Prior to the membership accounts for 2012 and in accordance with Rule 10.4 (c), all original members who had not paid their 2011 membership fee, were terminated and purged from the membership system.


The membership system will again be purged prior to the despatch of the 2013 membership accounts.


For comparison, the figures from the 2011 report show the continuing reduction in numbers in stark contrast.

	Status
	Code
	Male
	Female
	Total

	Current Paid – NO MAIL
	NOC
	1
	6
	7

	Current - Paid
	CUR
	343
	431
	774

	Current – Flood Waiver
	FLO
	2
	5
	7

	Deceased
	DEC
	16
	22
	38

	Life Members
	LIF
	5
	1
	6

	Lost Contact
	LOS
	1
	2
	3

	Resigned
	RES
	15
	21
	36

	Unfinancial - NO MAIL
	NOU
	0
	0
	0

	Unfinancial
	UNF
	21
	28
	49

	Total:
	
	404
	516
	920



As an association, the principal benefit of membership remains philosophical while the physical benefits of membership remain as the annual calendar (again to be provided for 2013) and bi-annually, The Australian Rechabite. Some members do retain the benefit of fortnightly, monthly or quarterly meetings of their respective Tents.
3.
FINANCIAL MATTERS

The financial statement for our first reportable year has already been presented to the meeting however for the information of members, balance of funds as at 30 September 2012 was $102,249.48 (2011 $112,632.98.)

4.
BY-LAWS & RITUAL REVIEW

There have been no Rule changes made or proposed although at the end of last year Guidelines for the District Executive and Tents governing Life Membership, Meritorious Service Awards and Certificate of Appreciation were adopted and provided to Tents . 

5.
RECHABITE  SOCIAL ACTIVITY COMMITTEE

A report on the activities of the Rechabite Social Activities Committee and its sub committees will be given under the miscellaneous business item on the agenda which will also include the election of office bearers for the next twelve months. 

6.
THE AUSTRALIAN RECHABITE

We again thank Bro. and Sis. Belcher for their efforts in bringing the popular magazine, often under very trying circumstances, to production as well as extending our appreciation to those few contributors who have ensured that Queensland is well represented in the pages.

7.
www. australianrechabites.org.au

The Rechabite web site was completed earlier in the year and provides the means for the three state entities plus the Foundation to keep those members with internet access fully informed on emerging activities.


Bro. Cook is responsible for the site maintenance but, like all web sites, can only maintain the site when the involved parties provide him with the necessary information. Unfortunately this does not happen so consequently the relevance of the site can be compromised.

8.
ASSOCIATIONS

Bros. Henderson continues as a director of Drug Arm Foundation and Drug Arm Australasia and the executive and finance committees of both organisations. 

9.
THE AUSTRALIAN RECHABITE FOUNDATION

The District Treasurer, Bro. Peter Henderson will, as Secretary of the Foundation, provide an update on current matters and grants during the meeting.

10.
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT


Donations were made to Teen Challenge and Life Education, each organization receiving $1,000.00 while the annual donation to Drug Arm Australasia was maintained at $3,000.00.
11.
TENT REPORT

During the year, the District Executive visited David Livingstone and Annerley Tents in June and Hope of Ipswich in August.


Star of Mackay Tent No. 21 received a visit from Sis. & Bro. Andrews during their North Queensland caravan trip.

12.
METROPOLITAN CHRISTMAS PARTY
The 2011 Christmas party was reasonably well attended and resulted in a net cost of $650.56 against a budgeted cost of $700.00.

As has already been advised by Tent Circular, the 2012 Christmas Party will be held on Saturday, 8 December 2012 in the Uniting Church Hall, 24 Pope Street, Tarragindi. Again thanks to the members of David Livingstone and Annerley Tents who are again hosting event. A $10.00 charge will apply to all persons other than school age and under children.

13.
CONCLUSION
The Executive again sincerely thanks those members who remain committed to the Association and it's principles.


M.J. Andrews


D.C.R.

C.M. Kilah


D.D.R.


N.R. Andrews 


I.P.D.G.R
R.A. Cook


D.S.


P.G. Henderson


D.T.

J.F. MacDonald


D.O



G.M. Harbottle


D.O.
Sis. J.A. Swan moved “That the Report of the District Executive be received”.

Seconded Sis. L.K. Cook







CARRIED

The District Chief Ruler then opened the report up for discussion with the following comments noted:

Bro. Henderson thanked Bros. Andersen and Tune for their continued support of Drug Arm as Rechabite representatives.


Sis. Andrews thanked Bro. & Sis. Belcher for the work they do on The Australian Rechabite which was supported by acclamation.

Bro. Henderson summarised the following annual report of the Australian Rechabite Foundation;



The Australian Rechabite Foundation (ARF) is a charitable trust registered with the Australian Taxation Office as a Private Ancillary Fund and was established in 2009 by IOR Friendly Society Limited as part of its demutualisation process.  


As a Private Ancillary Fund, ARF is required to donate 5% of its total assets each financial year to entities with deductible gift recipient status.  ARF generates income from investing its capital and through donations from Rechabite members.  We rely on donations from the Rechabites and have been fortunate to receive donations from individual members and directly from the NSW Rechabites.  We encourage all members to support the wonderful work of the ARF.  Details on how to make a donation are attached.


The ARF believes it is essential to support quality research into the harmful effects of alcohol.  With this research, advocates are able to more effectively lobby government, educate the community and counter the message of alcohol related industries.  The ARF also sees benefit in supporting community groups working directly to enable, encourage and support change within communities and individuals.


2012 Grants


In 2012 the ARF received 18 applications for grants as part of its small grants program and provided funding support for the following six grant applicants:
	University of Newcastle
	Social networking will be used to recruit parents of 13-17 year olds. Parents will complete a web-based survey exploring their attitudes and behaviours regarding the supply of alcohol to, and consumption of alcohol by adolescents. The social network established through recruitment will be maintained to assess the potential effectiveness of using social media to intervene with parents, and reduce risky alcohol consumption by adolescents.

	The George Institute
	Using data across 4 states and territories, this project will examine associations between number and density of alcohol outlets, and risk of road crash. The research will provide important information about new approaches for prevention of alcohol related road crashes and resulting injury. 

	PAAC
	AMSANT Inc. seeks a contribution towards the continued engagement of a Policy Co-ordinator on alcohol reform, based with PAAC. PAAC is a community-based action group that works to reduce alcohol-related harm.  It has succeeded in having voluntary product withdrawals and pricing implemented by supermarket retailers in Alice Springs, and has made a significant contribution to putting alcohol reform issues on the national agenda. See: www.paac.org.au  

	Turning Point
	The aim of the project is to raise awareness among clinicians of alcohol recovery groups in their local communities to improve the ‘assertive linkage’ of clients into local support networks. The aim is to increase the continuity of care and treatment and to improve active involvement of professionals in mutual aid and other community groups to improve recovery among drinkers in specialist treatment.

	Burnett/Lim Institute
	Binge drinking is a serious and common problem for young people in Australia. This pilot study aims to investigate the use of smart phone applications (Apps) for health promotion. This will include a critical review of Apps available for download and conducting community focus groups with young people to determine acceptability and potential for using Apps to promote anti-binge drinking messages.

	Homebase Youth Service
	To empower young people to make positive choices in regards to alcohol-related harm through education on strategies and first aid responses to incidences of alcohol misuse. This project will strengthen the capacity of local service providers working directly with young people to facilitate evidence based programs that provide the skills and knowledge to respond appropriately to alcohol-related harm.


SUCCESS OF PREVIOUS GRANTS

The ARF previously supported two PhD students with doctoral fellowships in conjunction with the Sidney Myer Foundation.  Results from their research are already providing crucial evidence to more effectively lobby government, educate the community and counter the message of alcohol related industries.
Michael Livingston. Density of alcohol outlets as an alcohol policy issue.  

Livingston’s dissertation, “The effects of changes in the availability of alcohol on consumption, health and social problems”, has now been filed.  It includes material from seven papers that have already been published and received wide circulation.  The findings from Livingston’s research have been widely cited in important policy documents, for instance:


·
The National Preventative Health Taskforce (in Australia: the healthiest country by 2020)


·
The  New Zealand Law Commission (in: Alcohol In Our Lives: Curbing the Harm)


·
The Victorian Parliament’s Drugs and Crime Prevention Committee (in: Inquiry into Strategies to Reduce Assaults in Public Places in Victoria)


·
The Queensland Parliamentary Law, Justice and Safety Committee (in: Inquiry into Alcohol-Related Violence)


The research has also been widely cited in liquor licensing hearings around Australia, where local communities, police or other stakeholders are objecting to the granting of a new licence (e.g. Joshamie Nominees Pty v Director of Liquor Licensing, VCAT 2188 (19 October 2009), Bambou Restaurant v Stonnington CC, VCAT 1758 (25 October 2010)) and has been key evidence in the rare cases where applications were refused (e.g. The refusal of a licence for a Dan Murphy’s outlet in Shoalhaven, NSW, Woolshed Pub @ Central Pier Pty Ltd v Director of Liquor Licensing, VCAT 2216 (2 November 2009)).  Livingston has regularly acted as an expert witness in these hearings.


The findings have had direct policy impacts in Victoria, contributing to a number of changes to planning and licensing law.  In previous years, these included the addition of an explicit consideration of cumulative impact in licensing deliberations, and an amendment requiring new packaged liquor outlets to seek planning approval.  In January, 2012, Stonnington City Council’s planning scheme was amended by the Victorian Planning Minister, as requested by the Council, to prevent the approval of any new late-night venues in the Chapel Street precinct.  The council made substantial use of the results of this study to make their successful argument for this amendment.


Anne-Marie Laslett.  Alcohol’s harm to others studies.  


Dr. Laslett’s dissertation, which will be completed late in 2012, is concerned with the role of alcohol use by carers in child abuse and neglect, viewed both from the perspective of general population respondents reporting on the harms from adults’ drinking to their children, and from the perspective of social workers’ notation of alcohol use by carers as an issue in Child Protection cases.  In the meantime, she has also been study director on a more general study of Alcohol’s harm to others, which her dissertation work is aligned with.  This study, funded by FARE, has received substantial media and public attention, and has become an important element in Australian policy discussions about alcohol problems.  It has also attracted strong international interest, and is serving as a model for work in other countries.  Centre for Alcohol Policy Research (CAPR) staff, notably Anne-Marie Laslett and Robin Room, have been heavily involved in advising and consulting with the World Health Organization and with national teams in designing and mounting a series of new studies, and have served unofficially as coordinators of international collaborative efforts.  The international diffusion of adaptations of the Australian study’s methods and instruments will eventually reflect benefits back to Australia, since it will be possible to gain new insights and conclusions by reanalysing Australian data in a comparative frame with other national studies.


The World Health Organization has decided that Alcohol’s harm to others is one of the four priority streams for international developmental research work under its Global Strategy to Reduce the Harmful Use of Alcohol.  In collaboration with Thai Health, a quasi-governmental public health agency in Thailand, a WHO Alcohol’s harm to others project is to be undertaken initially in seven countries, including Thailand, Vietnam, Laos, Sri Lanka, India, Nigeria, and probably Chile.  In addition, there are a number of countries with an interest in Alcohol’s harm to others which are planning a specific study or including questions in the area in a multi-topic survey.  An informal International Group for Comparative Studies of Alcohol’s Harm to Others (IGSAHO) was formed, with subgroups primarily concerned with population surveys and primarily concerned with register-data studies. Dr. Laslett has informally coordinated IGSAHO, with meetings at the edge of larger meetings in Melbourne in April, 2011, in Bangkok in February, 2012 and in Stavanger, Norway in June, 2012.  At one level, the Alcohol’s harm to others initiatives aim to promote a series of research studies and to enhance their cross-national comparability.  But at another level, the area has attracted such high interest from WHO and other groups because of its high policy significance.  The finding in the Australian study that the burden of alcohol on those around the drinker is at least as heavy as the burden on drinkers themselves is important in political considerations about the importance of alcohol control policies, globally as well as in Australia.
Sis. L.K. Cook moved “That the Report of the District Executive be adopted”.

Seconded Sis. J.L. Chapman







CARRIED
6.
REPORTS OF KINDRED ORGANISATIONS

Sis. Andrews noted that Bro. Henderson has provided this report earlier.
7.
CONSIDERATION OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE
Sis. Andrews advised that at the budget meeting in April, Bro. Henderson noted that with a projected deficit in excess of $15,000.00, it would be reasonable to increase the annual membership fee to offset some of the increased costs and suggested an increase up to $20.00 a member.

As members were unable to agree on a recommendation it was resolved to take the question of the fee increase to the Annual General Meeting for discussion and resolution.
At the District Executive just held, Bro. Cook advised that as a guide for discussion he had prepared a short statistical report on membership trends since 2009, noting also that he did not believe that the membership fee should be increased and had provided some alternative strategies to rein in expenditure. Bro. Cook then summarised his report for the Council after which Bro. Henderson outlined his views which, he added, was based on his desire to attempt to, as closely as possible,  match income to expenditure.
As discussion progressed with no firm direction , Sis Andrews suggested that the resolution from the Executive meeting be provided to members which Bro. Cook noted was RESOLVED that the matter be referred to Council with information from the report provided and unless there developed strong support for an increase from the floor, that the current fee of $16.50 remain for 2013. Further that the District Executive begin a line by line examination of all budgeted expenses with a view to reducing static and optional expenditure.

After considering this resolution, the meeting agreed with the sentiment of the Executive resolution.

Sis. C.M. Kilah moved “that the current fee of $16.50 remain for 2013 and further that the District Executive begin a line by line examination of all budgeted expenses with a view to reducing static and optional expenditure.”.

Seconded Sis. L.K. MacDonald







CARRIED
8.
BUSINESS ON NOTICE
Sis. M.J. Andrews noted that there was no business.
9.
CONSIDERATION OF LIFE MEMBERSHIP ELEVATION

Sis. Andrews advised that the District Executive had received nominations for Life Membership elevations for the following members;



Sis. Isobel Cecily Walker
Hearts of Oak Tent No. 29, and



Bro. Ronald Evans Andersen
Annerley Tent No. 67


and which have been approved for recommendation to this Annual District Council.


Sis. G.M. Harbottle moved “that the recommendation of the District Executive that Sis. Isobel Cecily Walker be elevated to Life Membership be accepted”.


Seconded Sis. J.A. Swan 








CARRIED

Bro. J.F. MacDonald moved “that the recommendation of the District Executive that Bro. Ronald Evans Andersen be elevated to Life Membership be accepted”.


Seconded Bro. P.G. Henderson 







CARRIED

Sis. Andrews then presented certificates and badges and invited the recipients to speak. Both new Life Members accepted the invitation and provided some reminisces of their Rechabite careers.

Sis. Andrews then presented two Certificates of Appreciation, one to Sis. Kilah and one to her husband, Rev. Harold Kilah, commenting on the work carried out behind the scenes by Sis. and Rev. Kilah, particularly for the members of Annerley and David Livingstone Tents.
10.
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS


Bro. N. R.  Andrews presented the following report;



RECHABITE SOCIAL ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE REPORT 13.10.12


As per recent years, most business has been carried out by phone and email.  The only full meeting was held on Saturday 19 November 2011 at the premises of Bro Bob and Sis Lyn Cook, with the main purpose being to discuss the future of the RSAC.


It was resolved to continue with the following bowls competitions:


White/Williams, Juster/Nalder, Interdistrict Rinks and Pairs and Singles as an open competition at the Household Fair.  


It was also resolved to hold only one Interdistrict visit, that being at Gatton where the White/Williams and Juster/Nalder would be held conjointly along with the Interdistrict Rinks.  


The Household Fair was also subject to discussion.  It was resolved to continue for 2012 with the next problem being a venue.  As the 2011 Household Fair had been held at he Stephens Fijian Hall, Annerley, it came as a surprise when the church property committee advised that future Saturdays would not be available.  Thankfully, we were able to rehire the Grange Progress Hall for the 2012 Household Fair.


Sadly only the White/Williams and Juster/Nalder competitions were held as there were insufficient numbers to hold the Interdistrict Rinks on Saturday 21 April 2012 at the Lutheran Church Hall in Gatton.  Approximately 24 members and friends attended including six of the “old timers” from Gatton.  An enjoyable lunch was provided by the Lutheran Ladies.  The winners and runners-up were:


White/Williams
Bro & Sis Williams (Ipswich) Winners





Bro Henderson & Sis Swan (Brisbane 2) Runners-up


Juster/Nalder

Bro Anderson & Bro Turner (Gatton) Winners





Sis Andrews and Sis Chapman (Brisbane 2) Runners-up


The Household Fair was held at the Grange Progress Hall on Saturday 8 September 2012.  Prior to the Household Fair, we had the sad occasion of the passing of Sis Grace Jarvis in July 2012.  Grace was an enthusiastic supporter of the Household Fair, always entering many entries in various categories.  At the 2011 Household Fair, Grace entered 20 entries, mainly Flowers and Vegetables.


We have also had the sad and sudden passing of Sis Eileen Devereux, only one day after our recent Household Fair.  Eileen also supported the Household Fair with entries in various categories.  This, as well as her invaluable support behind the scene, will be sadly missed.


Attendance at the 2012 Household Fair was similar to the 2011 Household Fair, augmented by 13 from the Andrews family.  There was concern on my part that the entries would down with Grace Jarvis having passed away.  This face was not the case.  Overall, entries were up by 30 over the 2011 Household Fair, with 29 entries being entered by 3 contributors in knitting and needlework along with substantial entries in the categories for roses.


The winners were as follows:


Alex & Alice Morrison Memorial Trophy


Gatton


Commonwealth Tent Trophy – Ladies Singles Winner
Sis Williams





Ladies Singles Runner-up
Sis Andrews


Commonwealth Tent Trophy – Gents Singles Winner
Bro Williams





Gents Singles Runner-up
Bro Andrews


Interdistrict Pairs Winners – Fred Lather Memorial
Gatton (Bro Anderson & Bro Henderson (sub))

Interdistrict Pairs Runners-Up – E (Ted) Why Memorial Brisbane 2 (Sis Swan & Paul Andrews (sub))

The following is a report from Sis Cora Williams of the Ipswich Rechabite Social Club.


“The Rechabite Social Club, Ipswich continues to organise day trips by coach and over the past 12 months 5 outings have been enjoyed by our regular passengers. 


In November 2011 we travelled from Ipswich to Mount Tamborine where Bro Horace Mensforth and family joined us from the Gold coast. Leisurely walking through the streets at the mountain we visited the art and craft shops and chose which eatery we pleased to buy our lunch.


Wynnum was where we visited in February this year. Our driver gave us a glimpse of the development that has taken place there. We found a lovely spot under the shady trees with plenty of places to sit while we enjoyed the salad meals that we had purchased from our local bakery before leaving Ipswich. On the way home we were able to view from a distance the Queen Mary ship anchored at Port Lytton. Our centenarian, Sister Liz Jordan was the first person out of the coach and on her way at a swift walk to get the best view she could of the huge ship.


In April we also chose to visit the seaside. Firstly we watched the old movies at the Redcliffe Picture Palace, then lunch time saw us eating fish and chips at Scarborough. We then continued on our way, doing a round trip back to the Bruce highway.


Deciding to stay in our local area in July, we visited the Ipswich Historical Society complex where we were welcomed by the volunteers. We had our morning tea on the veranda and took time to look at the good displays of memorabilia. We have been asked to summarise some of the history of the Rechabites in our district, a task which has not yet been done. We then visited the Blackstone Welsh church, the only Welsh church in Queensland, where we were given a commentary of the history of the area and the Welsh miners who were the pioneers. Again we brought our salads with us and we made our way to Purga, approximately 15 km out into the country. We enjoyed our lunch in the quietness of the bush setting.


September was a good month to travel through Toowoomba and view the parks during their “Carnival of Flowers”. After a walk through Laurel Bank Park we made our way to Nobby south-west of Toowoomba, the birth place of Steel Rudd author of the ‘Dad & Dave series’. Our mid-day meal was enjoyed at Rudds’ Pub and we were able to visit the Sister Kenny Memorial building and learn of her amazing life story.”

To quote from the RSAC report for 2011 – “Our next year will present some challenges in carrying out our usual activities.  Members playing bowls have decreased and it is becoming increasingly difficult for the Games Director to organise the teams.”


Nothing has changed for the upcoming year and, in fact, the potential for difficulties have increased.  To this end a meeting of the RSAC committee members will need to be arranged over the next couple of months to discuss the 2013 programme.


The Honorary Office Bearers and Executive Committee of the RSAC will be elected at today’s meeting.


We thank all tents and members for their support as well as my sons, Grant and Paul, for their help in setting up the Household Fair hall this year and in previous years.  Thank you also to the office bearers and Executive Members for their support and as usual thank you to the District Executive.


Bro Noel Andrews

Chairman/Assistant Games Director


Sis Margaret Andrews
Secretary/Games Director


Sis Glenys Harbottle

Treasurer


Bro George Williams

Executive Committee, Chairman of Ipswich Rechabite Social Club


Sis Cora Williams

Executive Committee, Secretary of Ipswich Rechabite Social Club


Bro Keith Tune

Executive Committee
Bro. N.R. Andrews moved “That the Report of the Rechabite Social Activities Committee be received”.

Seconded  Sis. J.A. Swan 








CARRIED



Sis. Andrews advised that nominations had been received for the election of members of the RSAC 
Committee, noting the following positions;



Bro Noel Andrews


Chairman




Sis Margaret Andrews


Secretary



Sis Glenys Harbottle


Treasurer




Sis Margaret Andrews


Games Director




Bro George Williams


Executive Committee




Bro Keith Tune



Executive Committee


Bro. P.G. Henderson moved “That the nominations be accepted and the persons appointed to the Rechabite 
Social Activities
Committee.”

Seconded Sis. J.L. Chapman







CARRIED
11.
DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT ANNUAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

 Sis. G.M. Harbottle moved “That the time and place of the 2013 Annual District Council be left in the hands 
of the District Executive.”

Seconded Bro. N.R. Andrews







CARRIED

Bro. K.L. Tune moved “That the Minutes of this Annual District Council be referred to the District 
Executive for confirmation and adoption.”


Seconded Bro. N.R. Andrews







CARRIED
12.     INSTALLATION OF DISTRICT EXECUTIVE


Bro. R E Andersen PDCR carried out the installation assisted by Bro. V.I. Belcher HPCR (NSW). 


District Officers:



Bro. N R Andrews and Bro. J F MacDonald


District Treasurer:



Bro. P G Henderson


District Secretary:



Bro. R A Cook


Immediate Past District Chief Ruler:
Sis. M J Andrews

District Deputy Ruler:


Sis. G M Harbottle

District Chief Ruler:


Sis. C M Kilah

Sis. Kilah noted that unfortunately because of time restraints imposed by the hall hire agreement, she would dispense with the usual practice of inviting the newly installed Executive members to speak.
13.
CLOSE

The DCR, Sis. C.M. Kilah then closed the meeting at 4.30 pm with an invitation to remain for afternoon tea.







