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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL DISTRICT COUNCIL SATURDAY 24 OCTOBER 2015 IN THE UNITING CHURCH HOUSE, POPE STREET TARRAGINDI.

1) OPENING AND ATTENDANCE
The District Chief Ruler, Sis. G.M. Harbottle declared the Annual District Council open at 3.05pm with attendance as recorded.

2) APOLOGIES

Apologies were noted for Bro. R. Andersen, Bro. G. Williams,  Sis. C. Williams and Bro. J MacDonald and Sis. L. MacDonald

A memorial minute was observed to mark the passing of IOR members since the last Council.
3) DISTRICT CHIEF RULER’S ADDRESS
Sis. G. Harbottle addressed the meeting.
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Thank you again for electing me your District Chief Ruler. I have thoroughly enjoyed my role over the last twelve months. As you will see as we get further into the meeting, we have monitored the financial situation of the Society and managed our money wisely. We have once again given donations to companies that share our philosophy or promote a healthy lifestyle free from drugs and alcohol. Although our membership is getting smaller, I say thank you to the staunch supporters who participate in organised functions every year.

The Fraternal Executive visited the Ipswich members this year to see them and support them in this time of uncertainty. Bro. Peter Henderson also met unofficially with Bro. Jim and Sis. Lyn MacDonald when he was in Mackay this year.

The Executive have continued to meet four times a year to deal with the business of the Association. Due to Bro. & Sis. Noel and Margaret Andrews being away for a number of months, Bro. Peter Henderson, Sis. Cynthia Kilah and I had our usual meeting in July however this time we connected with Bro. Jim MacDonald via telephone to conduct our meeting. We found this was a very easy way to connect and also eliminate the need for Bro. Jim to travel to Brisbane each quarter. 

All the society members are getting older and it is sad to see that we have so few members left. I can remember when I was first initiated into the Society, when we have many functions throughout the year hosted by both the Rechabite Sports and Social Association (as it was once known) and the District. I ask that you as members try to keep the support for our Association going as we head into the future. Although it is hard to get new members, as long as we continue to promote the values we hold, we may just make a mark on a few people.

Once again, I would like to thank the meeting for your faith in me to perform the duties of the District Chief Ruler to the best of my ability and I know my family will be proud of me. I never once considered when I first joined Rechabites that I would ever be installed as your District Chief Ruler.

Thank you

Sis. Glenys Harbottle


Bro. N. Andrews moved “That the address of the District Chief Ruler be received”

Seconded Bro. V. Belcher




CARRIED BY ACCLAMATION
4) STATUTORY BUSINESS
28.1(a)
receiving the statement of income and expenditure, assets, liabilities and
 mortgages, charges and securities affecting the property of the association for the last reportable financial year;

Bro. P. Henderson, District Treasurer, presented the financial report for 2014 -2015 to the meeting.
Bro. P.  Henderson moved “That the statement of income and expenditure, assets, liabilities and mortgages, charges and securities affecting the property of the association for the previous financial year be received.

Seconded Sis. J. Swan








CARRIED

Bro. Henderson outlined some of the significant costs to the association namely insurance, the publication of The Australian Rechabite and the distribution of calendars to members. Expenditure is being kept in check. Sis. Harbottle opened the meeting to questions and comments but none was received.

28.1(b)

receiving the audit report or verification statement on the financial affairs of the 

association for the last reportable financial year;

Bro. P G Henderson moved “That the audit report on the financial affairs of the association for the previous financial year be received”.

Seconded Sis. L. Cook








CARRIED

28.1(c)

presenting the financial statement and audit report to the meeting for adoption;
Bro. P G Henderson moved “That the statement of income and expenditure, assets, liabilities and mortgages, charges and securities affecting the property of the association for the last financial year and the report of the auditor be adopted.

Seconded Bro. K. Tune








CARRIED
28.1(d)  
elect members of the District Executive biennially in accordance with 14.3;

Sis Harbottle advised that 2015 was not an election year.
28.1(e)  appoint an auditor, an accountant or an approved person for the present financial year.


Sis. Harbottle announced that J. O'Connor Pty Ltd. was appointed as auditor in 2013 for a three year term.


The District Chief Ruler advised that the statutory business was now concluded.
5) DISTRICT EXECUTIVE REPORT

On behalf of the District Executive, the District Chief Ruler spoke to a number of topics contained within the tabled report.
REPORT OF THE DISTRICT EXECUTIVE 

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF RECHABITES QUEENSLAND DISTRICT NO. 87 INC.

TO THE 2015 ANNUAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

1.
PREAMBLE
This report has been prepared by the District Executive to cover those matters which the Rules place under the control and supervision of the Executive.

2.
THE DISTRICT EXECUTIVE
The District Executive has met quarterly since the 2014 Annual District Council and Annual General Meeting. One meeting was conducted via telephone. Bro Noel Andrews D.D.R. and Sis Margaret Andrews D.O. were granted leave of absence for the July 2015 meeting.
3.

MEMBERSHIP



As at 10 October 2015;
	Status
	Code
	Male
	Female
	Total

	Current Paid – NO MAIL
	NOC
	1
	3
	4

	Current - Paid
	CUR
	263
	317
	509

	Deceased
	DEC
	14
	12
	26

	Life Members
	LIF
	4
	2
	6

	Resigned
	RES
	9
	15
	24

	Unfinancial
	UNF
	13
	12
	25

	Total:
	
	
	
	594


Current financial membership is 519. (October 2014 membership was 590)


4.
FINANCIAL MATTERS

The financial statement for our reportable year has already been presented to the meeting by the District Treasurer. 

The District Executive endeavours to match costs against the revenue from members’ fees. Agenda Item (d).

5.
BY-LAWS & RITUAL REVIEW

There have been no Rule changes made or proposed. 

6.
RECHABITE  SOCIAL ACTIVITY COMMITTEE

The Rechabite Social Activities Committee (RSAC) is appointed by the Executive.


The committee is;



Chairperson


Bro. George Williams



Secretary


Sis. Cora Williams



Treasurer


Sis. Cora Williams



District Liaison Officers 
Sis. Margaret Andrews and Sis. Glenys Harbottle
The committee has not met since 2014.

7.
THE AUSTRALIAN RECHABITE

Bro. Ian Belcher is congratulated on his efforts in producing The Australian Rechabite magazine. Thanks also to Mr Allan Belcher who assists Ian.


The magazine remains an integral part of the organisation. Members are encouraged to contribute suitable articles for publication.

8.
RECHABITE WEB SITE

The Rechabite web site, australianrechabites.org.au provides public access in the digital world. The District Secretary reports that contacts regarding family history and membership needs are received through this portal.

9.
ASSOCIATIONS

Bro Henderson continues as a director of Drug Awareness and Relief Foundation Australia and a member of the executive and finance committees of the organisation.
The District Chief Ruler and appointed IOR Queensland delegates attend the annual general meeting and other events of the Drug Awareness and Relief Foundation (Australia) trading as Healthy Options Australia as they are able.  Sis. Cynthia Kilah and Bros Ron Andersen and Keith Tune are currently the delegates. 
10.
THE AUSTRALIAN RECHABITE FOUNDATION

The District Treasurer, Bro. Peter Henderson, as Secretary of the Foundation, will present the 2015 Australian Rechabite Foundation (ARF) Report as well as comments on the ARF’s Unaudited Financial Statements at 30 June 2015. Agenda Item (f) 

11.
COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT


A donation of $1000 each was made to the Australian Rechabite Foundation and DrugArm Australasia. Teen Challenge received $500.  The District Executive acknowledges and appreciates that a number of IOR members individually contribute to these organisations too. A donation/membership payment of $500 net was also made to the National Alliance for Action on Alcohol (NAAA).  
12.
STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS and GOVERNANCE


Strategic Directions is a standard item on the agenda of all meetings of the District Executive which allows us to examine the commitment of the Association to the objects as stated in our General Rules.

Our membership of the National Alliance for Action on Alcohol (NAAA) attests to our ongoing commitment to temperance as does our support for the work of the Queensland Coalition for Action on Alcohol (QCAA).
13.
TENT REPORT

Star of Mackay Tent No. 21, David Livingstone Tent No. 5 and Annerley Tent No. 67 remain active tents in Queensland. 


Hope of Ipswich Tent No. 2 continues in recess.


A formal visit was made to Tents 5 and 67 in April 2015.


An informal visit to some members of Tent 21 was made by the District Treasurer in May 2015.
14.
METROPOLITAN CHRISTMAS PARTY
The 2014 Christmas party was attended by 32 adults and 10 children and resulted in a net cost of $293.27. 

As has already been advised by Tent Circular, the Christmas Party will be held on Saturday, 12 December 2015 in the Uniting Church Hall, 24 Pope Street, Tarragindi. A $10.00 charge will apply to all persons other than school age and under children.

15.
CONCLUSION
The Executive again sincerely thanks those members who remain committed to the Association and its principles.


G.M. Harbottle


D.C.R.

N.R. Andrews


D.D.R.


C.M. Kilah


I.P.D.C.R
C.M. Kilah


D.S.


P.G. Henderson

D.T.


M.J Andrews


D.O.











J.F. MacDonald


D.O. 
Bro. K. Tune moved “That the Report of the District Executive be received”.

Seconded Sis. I. C. Walker







CARRIED

The District Chief Ruler then asked for comment or discussion of  the report. Thanks were expressed to the District Secretary for her work during the year. There were no further comments.
Sis. I.C. Walker moved “That the Report be adopted”.
Seconded Sis. J. Chapman







CARRIED
6) REPORTS OF KINDRED ORGANISATIONS
· Bro. Henderson presented a written report on the activities of the Australian Rechabite Foundation in 2015. Copies of the report were available for attendees.  It was noted that the ARF report should be included in the next edition of The Australian Rechabite.
· Bro. Henderson provided a brief report on the work of Drug Arm commenting that the organisation is exploring ways that will reduce its reliance on government funding.

The Reports were received.

7) CONSIDERATION OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE
It was noted that the annual membership of $22.00 remains unchanged.
8)
BUSINESS ON NOTICE
Sis. Harbottle noted that there was no business on notice.
9)
CONSIDERATION OF MERITORIOUS SERVICE AWARD
Sis. Harbottle advised that no nominations for awards were received in 2014/2015 year.
10)
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS

· No report was received from the Rechabite Social Activities Committee (RSAC) but it was noted that the committee appointed by the Executive remains unchanged.
· Bro. V.  Belcher mentioned the possibility of IOR New South Wales being closed and asked what the implications would be for Queensland and Victoria. Bro. Henderson commented that it was hoped that any decisions would not be unilaterally made.  The Queensland District Executive will share its continuing operations strategy and possible succession plan with both New South Wales and Victoria.
11)
DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT ANNUAL DISTRICT COUNCIL

 Bro. N Andrews moved “That the time and place of the 2016 Annual District Council be left in the hands 
of the District Executive.”

Seconded Sis. L. Cook








CARRIED

Sis. I.C. Walker moved “That the Minutes of this Annual District Council be referred to the District 
Executive for confirmation and adoption.”


Seconded Sis. J. Henderson







CARRIED



12)
CLOSE

The DCR, Sis. G Harbottle then closed the meeting at 3.50 pm with an invitation to stay for afternoon tea.
Attached: Register of Attendees

