
Independent Order of Rechabites Queensland District No. 87 Inc.
ABN: 46 618 348 081

BY-LAWS FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF TENTS
Establishment
1. A "Tent" or "Tents" means a subsidiary body of the Independent Order of Rechabites Queensland District No. 87 Inc. (the District) to which individual natural persons shall be joined and which shall be administered by the District Executive in conjunction with Tent Officers. 


The object of each Tent is to provide a forum at which members can become involved in the ritual, fraternal and social activities of the District and promote, both within the Tent and the District and outside in the wider community, the concept of a lifestyle free from the use of alcohol and/or other dependent or habit forming substances, being not inconsistent with the objects of the District.

Membership
2.
(a)
A Tent shall comprise an unlimited number of financial members allocated to that Tent in accordance with Rule 7.1.



It shall be a condition of membership that all persons admitted to membership shall do so in accordance with the Declaration in Rule 7.4 (a) or any previous version sanctioned by the District’s predecessors.



(b)
Once a member of the District has been allocated to an active Tent, that member may also participate fully in the meetings and management of any Tent which falls under the jurisdiction of the District 
Declaration

3.
"I hereby declare that I have been a total abstainer for at least twelve months and that I will abstain from all intoxicating liquors, except in religious ordinances, or when prescribed by a legally qualified medical practitioner. I will also abstain from all illicit drugs and that I will endeavour to promote the principles of voluntary total abstinence."
Management of Tents
4.
(a)
The general business of each Tent shall be conducted by the members and the following officers who shall take precedence in the order named:



Chief Ruler



Deputy Ruler



Immediate Past Chief Ruler



Secretary


(b)
In addition to the officers heretofore defined it shall be competent for any Tent to have the following additional fraternal officers:



Levite



Guardian



Assistant Secretary



Social Committee Representatives
Tent Meetings
5.
(a)
Each Tent shall hold at least one meeting each calendar quarter. All Tents must hold a meeting each June.


(b)
Each Tent shall fix regular dates and times for holding ordinary meetings and the place where they shall be held. It shall be acceptable for a Tent to resolve to conduct its meetings in the residences of its members provided that at any time the place of the next meeting is known to its members.


(c)
Should any regular tent meeting fall on a gazetted public holiday, it shall be competent for that Tent to:



(i)
abandon the meeting; or



(ii)
fix an alternative date and time



by resolution at any meeting prior to the public holiday.


(d)
Any Tent may hold special or emergent meetings, either by decision of its officers or by request of three quarters of the members recorded as present at the immediately preceding regular Tent meeting.



Such notice of request shall be presented in person to the Chief Ruler or in their absence the Deputy Ruler and a copy forwarded immediately to the District Secretary.



Within seven (7) days of such notice being received, the notice of meeting will be dispatched by the Tent Secretary giving seven (7) days notice of meeting.  Such notice shall specify the purpose of the meeting and no other business shall be allowed.


(e)
The order of business for any Tent meeting shall be as provided for in the Tent Ritual.


(f)
A Tent meeting shall only remain open as long as is necessary for the conduct of business at hand.


(g)
The quorum for any meeting of the Tent shall be three (3). Should a quorum not be present within fifteen minutes after the time appointed a record of attendance shall be made and an effort made to schedule a replacement meeting within twenty-eight (28) days.

Qualification and Election of Tent 
6.
(a)
At each June meeting of the Tent, the Tent Officers shall be elected.


(b)
All members shall be eligible for election as a Tent Officer.


(d)
The election shall be conducted by the Deputy Ruler who by right shall accede to the position of Chief Ruler.


(e)
Nominations for each elected position as officer shall be by members present at the meeting. Each nominee shall signify willingness to accept office. Written acceptance of any nomination tabled by the Secretary during correspondence for any member absent is acceptable.


(f)
Voting shall be by ballot and a simple majority decides. In the event of a tied ballot the office shall be decided by drawn lot.


(g)
The position of Immediate Past Chief Ruler shall be filled by right by the retiring Chief Ruler. It shall be competent for the Immediate Past Chief Ruler to be elected as Secretary.

Vacancies
7.
Should a casual vacancy occur in any elected position, the Chief Ruler shall appoint a qualified member to the position for the remainder of the term.


Should the vacancy be that of Chief Ruler, it shall be competent for the meeting at which the vacancy occurs to appoint a Past Chief Ruler to the position for the remainder of the term.

Appointments
8.
The Chief Ruler shall, after the election of the Tent Officers, call for appointments for such additional officers as the Tent requires. If necessary, an appointment shall be by drawn lot.
Nomination for District Executive Officer
9.
(a)
Nominations for election to the District Executive shall be called for at the June meeting in the year of the Biennial election. Nominations must be in conformity with Rule 15.

Tent Officers Duties
10.
(1)
The Chief Ruler shall--



(a)
preside at all meetings of the Tent



(b)
ascertain the eligibility of




(i)
Any person proposed for membership of the District by a member of the Tent



(ii)
each person nominated as Tent Officer or appointed as an additional Officer




(iii)
each person nominated to the District Executive



(c)
sign conjointly with the Secretary all orders for payment



(d)
determine conjointly with the Tent Officers an annual management budget consistent with the financial procedures guidelines [see Schedule One] for presentation to the District Executive by the last working day of each April or such other date determined by the District Secretary.



(e)
be satisfied that members of the Tent are not in breach of these By-laws. Should evidence indicate to the contrary, then refer the matter to the District Executive for consideration under District Rule 10.4 – 10.6.




It shall be competent to involve all or any of the Tent officers in reaching a decision so far as it relates to this sub-clause.


(2)
The Deputy Ruler shall--



(i)
assist the Chief Ruler at all meetings and shall discharge the functions of the Chief Ruler during temporary absence or disability.


(3)
The Immediate Past Chief Ruler shall-- 



(i)
discharge the functions of the Chief Ruler in the temporary absence or disability of that Officer and the Deputy Ruler.


(4)
The Secretary shall--



(i)
attend to all secretarial matters of the Tent



(ii)
conduct the correspondence,  and prepare all minutes and manage the Tent finances


(iii)
sign conjointly with the Chief Ruler all orders for payment



(iv)
maintain Tent registers and records, receive for on forwarding to the District all contributions, levies or charge of whatever nature

Tent Finances
11.
(a)
All management funds and physical property are the property of the District 


(b)
Each Tent shall receive Annually each July its budgeted expenses after approval of its budget by the District Executive and shall refund by cheque to the District, any unspent portion of the previous budget allocation. .


(c)
Upon receipt of the annual grant, if paid by cheque, the Secretary shall forthwith deposit the full amount with the financial institution as directed by the  District.

(d)
A Tent may apply to the District Executive for emergent expenditure not reasonably foreseen during preparation of the annual budget.

Members Responsibilities
12.
A person admitted to membership in accordance with these By-laws covenants and agrees


(a)
to abide by and uphold the Rules and By-laws of the District.


(b)
to attend, whenever practicable, all regular meetings of the Tent.


(c)
that their conduct will at all times be courteous and proper, to allow fellow members to participate in and enjoy all District activities, to exhibit a willingness to assist in the government of the Tent and, if qualified, the overall affairs of the District.


(d)
to refrain from smoking at any Tent meeting, District meeting or function or at any affiliated social function.


(e)
to promptly give notice in writing to the Secretary and District Secretary when changing their place of residence.


(f)
not to damage, destroy, fraudulently convert or take away any property belonging to or entrusted to the District or associated/affiliated social body.


(g)
not to reveal the private affairs of the District or associated/affiliated social body to a person not a member, nor to divulge the name of a member they may be aware has voted against a candidate or misrepresent the discussion or proceedings in any meeting of the District or Tent to a member.

(h) to protect the image and public perception of the District by providing the Chief Ruler with written evidence of any member in breach of these by-laws.

(i)
to promote, both within the Tent and the District and outside in the wider community,  the concept of a lifestyle free from the use of alcohol and/or other dependent or habit forming substances, being not inconsistent with the objects of the District.

