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RULES
of the
INDEPENDENT ORDER OF RECHABITES

QUEENSLAND DISTRICT NO. 87 INC

JEREMIAH, 35

1
The word which came unto Jeremiah from the LORD in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah king of Judah, saying

2
Go unto the house of the Rechabites, and speak unto them, and bring them into the house of the LORD, into one of the chambers and give them wine to drink.

3
The I took Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, the son of Habaziniah, and his brethren, and all his sons, and the whole house of the Rechabites;

4
And I brought them into the house of the LORD, into the chamber of the sons of Hanan, the son of Igdaliah, a man of God, which was by the chamber of the princes, which was above the chamber of Maaseiah the son of Shallum, the keeper of the door:

5
And I set before the sons of the house of the Rechabites pots full of wine, and cups, and I said unto them, Drink ye wine.

6
But they said, We will drink no wine: for Jonadab the son of Rechab our father commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink no wine, neither ye, nor your sons for ever:

7
Neither shall ye build house, nor sow seed, nor plant vineyard, nor have any: but all your days ye shall dwell in tents, that ye may live many days in the land where ye be strangers.

8
Thus have we obeyed the voice of Jonadab the son of Rechab our father in all that he hath charged us, to drink no wine all our days, we, our wives, our sons, nor our daughters;

9
Nor to build houses for us to dwell in: neither have we vineyard, nor field, nor seed:

10
But we have dwelt in tents, and have obeyed, and done according to all that Jonadab our father commanded us.

11
But it came to pass, when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up into the land, that we said, Come, and let us go to Jerusalem for fear of the army of the Chaldeans, and for fear of the army of the Syrians: so we dwell at Jerusalem.




 12
Then came the word of the LORD unto Jeremiah, saying,

13
Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Go and tell the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, Will ye not receive instruction to hearken to my words? saith the LORD.

14
The words of Jonadab the son of Rechab, that he commanded his sons not to drink wine, are performed; for unto this day they drink none, but obey their father's commandment: notwithstanding I have spoken unto you, rising early and speaking; but ye hearkened not unto me.

15
I have sent also unto you all my servants the prophets, rising up early and sending them, saying, Return ye now every man from his evil way, and amend your doings, and go not after other gods to serve them, and ye shall dwell in the land which I have given to you and to your fathers: but ye have not inclined your ear, nor hearkened unto me.

16
Because the sons of Jonadab the son of Rechab have performed the commandment of their father, which he commanded them; but this people hath not hearkened unto me:

17
Therefore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, the God of Israel; Behold, I will bring upon Judah and upon all the inhabitants of Jerusalem all the evil that I have pronounced against them: because I have spoken unto them, but they have not heard: and I have called unto them, but they have not answered.

18
And Jeremiah said unto the house of the Rechabites, Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Because ye have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept all his precepts, and done according unto all that he that command you;

19
Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a man to stand before me for ever.
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INDEPENDENT ORDER OF RECHABITES

QUEENSLAND DISTRICT NO. 87 INC
1.
Words and expressions to have meaning in Act
A word or expression that is not defined in these model rules, but is defined in the Associations Incorporation Act 1981 has, if the context permits, the meaning given by the Act.

2.
Definitions

2.1
In these Rules, unless the contrary intention appears:
Act means the Associations Incorporation Act 1981;
Annual District Council means the annual general meeting;
By-Laws are the means which govern the internal management of the association, sub-committees, regions and Tents and include various guidelines, internal regulations and rituals;

District Executive means the Committee of management of the association;
District Council or Special District Council means a general meeting of the association other than an annual general meeting;
District Secretary means the secretary of the association;

Existing Tent means a local division of Members of IOR Friendly Society Limited operating in Queensland as at 30 June 2007;
Member means living persons aged 18 and over who have been admitted to membership of the association in accordance with these Rules and where appropriate, a Life Member;

member [lowercase] means a member of the District Executive or a sub-committee;

Region means a number of Tents located in a particular geographical area prescribed by the District Executive;

Regulation means the Associations Incorporation Regulation 1999;
Tent means a local division of ordinary Members recognised by the District Executive and shall include, at the date of adoption of these Rules, each Existing Tent; and
2.2
In these Rules:



(a)
a reference to a function includes a reference to a power, authority and duty; and

(b)
a reference to the exercise of a function includes, if the function is a duty, a reference to the performance of the duty.
3.
Name


The name of the incorporated association is Independent Order of Rechabites Queensland District No. 87 Inc (the association)
4.
Objects

The objects of the association are:

4.1
to encourage Members in the fraternal and social work of Tents in the State of Queensland;
4.2
to promote voluntary total abstinence from alcohol, and other drugs of dependence through temperance education and other activities in the community within Queensland including through the support, both physically, morally and financially of charitable organisations working in these fields; and
4.3
to work cooperatively with the fraternal structures of the other States wherever necessary for the advancement of the above objects.

5.
Powers

5.1
The association has the powers of an individual.

5.2
The association may, for example:

(a)
enter into contracts;

(b)
acquire, hold, deal with and dispose of property; 

(c)
make charges for services and facilities it supplies; and

(d)
do other things necessary or convenient to be done in carrying out its affairs.
5.3
The association may take over the funds and other assets and liabilities of the present unincorporated association known as the “The Queensland Fraternal District”
5.4
The association may also issue secured and unsecured notes, debentures and debenture stock for the association.
6.
Classes of Members

The membership of the association shall consist of an unlimited number of ordinary Members and Life Members.

7.
Membership
7.1
A person who, on the day the association is incorporated, was a Member of the unincorporated association must be admitted by the District Executive to the association and be allocated to a Tent.
7.2
A Member of the incorporated association who, before becoming a Member, has paid the Member’s annual subscription for membership of the unincorporated association on or before a day fixed by the District Executive is not liable to pay a further amount of annual subscription for the period before the day fixed by the District Executive as the day on which the next annual subscription is payable.
7.3
An applicant for membership of the association, other than the Members of the unincorporated association mentioned in 7.2 must be proposed by 1 Member of the association (the proposer) and seconded by another Member (the seconder).
7.4
An application of a person for membership of the association must be:

(a)
made in writing in the form decided by the District Executive that includes the following declaration (Declaration):


"I hereby declare that I have been a total abstainer for at least twelve months and that I will abstain from all intoxicating liquors, except in religious ordinances, or when prescribed by a legally qualified medical practitioner. I will also abstain from all illicit drugs and that I will endeavour to promote the principles of voluntary total abstinence."
(b)
in respect of a person who has applied for admission to the association.

(c)
signed by the applicant and the applicant’s proposer and seconder; and
(d)
lodged with the District Secretary.

8.
Membership Fees

The membership fee for each class of membership:

(a)
is the amount decided by the Members from time to time at a District Council; and

(b)
is payable when, and in the way, the District Executive decides.

9.
Admission and rejection of Members
9.1
The District Executive must consider an application for membership at the next meeting of the District Executive held after it receives:


(a)
the application; and

(b)
the appropriate membership fee for the application.
9.2
The District Executive must decide at the meeting whether to accept or reject the application.
9.3
If a majority of the District Executive members present at the meeting vote to accept the applicant as a Member, the applicant must be accepted as a Member.

9.4
Once the applicant has been accepted, the District Executive shall allocate that member to a Tent and advise the Tent in writing within 14 days.
9.5
The District Secretary must, as soon as practicable after the District Executive decides to accept or reject an application, give the applicant a written notice of the decision.
9.6
The District Executive shall be the sole authority to determine the requirements necessary for a member to be elevated to a Life Member in recognition of meritorious service, which requirements may be varied from time to time.

9.7
Only an Annual District Council can authorise the elevation of a Member to Life Member and then only on the recommendation of the District Executive.
10.
When membership ends


10.1
On the death of a Member; or

10.2
A Member may resign from the association by giving a written notice of resignation to the     District Secretary.
10.3
The resignation takes effect on:


(a)
the day and at the time the notice is received by the District Secretary; or


(b)
if a later day is stated in the notice – the later day.

10.4
The District Executive may terminate a membership if the Member:

(a)
is convicted of an indictable offence;


(b)
does not comply with any of the provisions of these rules;


(c)
has membership fees in arrears for at least 15 months;


(d)
breaks the Declaration; or
(e)
conducts themselves in a way considered to be injurious or prejudicial to the character or interests of the association.

10.5
Before the District Executive terminates a membership, the District Executive must give the Member a full and fair opportunity to show why the membership should not be terminated.
10.6
If, after considering all representations made by the Member, the District Executive decides to terminate the membership, the District Secretary must give the Member a written notice of the decision within 1 month.
11.
Appeal against rejection or termination of membership
11.1
A person whose application for membership has been rejected, or whose membership has been terminated, may give the District Secretary written notice of the person’s intention to appeal against the decision.
11.2
A notice of intention to appeal must be given to District Secretary within 1 month after the person receives written notice of the decision.
11.3
If the District Secretary receives a notice of intention to appeal, the District Secretary must, within 3 months after the day of receipt, call a District Council to decide the appeal.

11.4
At the meeting, the applicant must be given a full and fair opportunity to show why the application should not be rejected or the membership should not be terminated.
11.5
Also, the District Executive and the District Executive members who rejected the application or terminated the membership must be given an opportunity to show why the application should be rejected or the membership should be terminated.

11.6
An appeal must be decided by a vote of the Members present at the meeting.
11.7
If a person whose application has been rejected does not appeal against the decision within 1 month after receiving written notice of the decision, or the person appeals but the appeal is unsuccessful, the District Secretary must, as soon as practicable, refund the application fee paid by the person.
12.
Register of Members


12.1
The District Executive must keep a register of Members.

12.2
The register of Members must include the following particulars for each Member:

(a)
the full name and residential address of the Member;

(b)
the class of the Member;


(c)
the date of admission as a Member and date of elevation to Life Member;


(d)
the date of death, resignation or termination of the Member;


(e)
details about the termination or reinstatement of membership; and

(f)
any other particulars the District Executive or the Members at a District Council decide.
12.3
The register must be open for inspection at all reasonable times.
12.4
However, before a Member may inspect the register, the Member must apply to the District Secretary to inspect it.

13.
District Secretary
13.1
If the association has not elected an interim officer as District Secretary for the association before its incorporation, the members of the District Executive must ensure a District Secretary is appointed or elected for the association within 1 month after incorporation.
13.2
If a vacancy happens in the office of District Secretary, the members of the District Executive must ensure a District Secretary is appointed or elected for the association within 1 month after the vacancy happens.
13.3
The District Secretary must be an individual residing in Queensland, or in another State but not more than 65km from the Queensland border, who is:

(a)
a Member of the association elected by the association as District Secretary ; or


(b)
any of the following persons appointed by the District Executive:



(i)
a member of the association’s District Executive;


(ii)
a Member of the association.

13.4
The District Executive may appoint and remove the association’s District Secretary at any time.
13.5
The  District Secretary of the association must, as soon as practicable after being appointed as District Secretary, lodge notice with the association of his or her address.
13.6
It is the duty of the District Secretary to keep minutes of:

(a)
all appointments of office-bearers and members of the District Executive;

(b)
the names of members of the District Executive present at a District Executive meeting or a District Council; and

(c)
all proceedings at District Executive meetings and at District or Annual District Councils.

14. 
Membership of District Executive

14.1
The District Executive of the association consists of, in order of precedence:


(a)
District Chief Ruler;*



(b)
District Deputy Ruler; 



(c)
Immediate Past District Chief Ruler;



(d) 
District Secretary;*



(e)
 District Treasurer;*



(f)
2 District Officers of equal rank.



(* indicates principal office-bearers).



A member of the District Executive must be a member of the association.

14.2
The office bearers and other members of the District Executive at the date of adoption of these Rules shall, subject to their consent, be the same individuals (and occupy the same position) as the members of the Fraternal Executive of the Queensland Fraternal District as it existed, pursuant to the constitution of the IOR Friendly Society Limited, at 30 June 2007.
14.3
At the first Annual District Council following incorporation, the members of the District Executive must retire from office but are eligible, on prior nomination in accordance with Rule 15.1, for re-election save that of
(a)
District Chief Ruler which by right shall be conferred on the retiring District Deputy Ruler; and

(b)
Immediate Past District Chief Ruler which by right shall be conferred on the retiring District Chief Ruler.

14.4
Thereafter, biennial elections shall be held at which the members of the District Executive must retire from office but are eligible, on prior nomination in accordance with Rule 15.1, for re-election save that of

(a)
District Chief Ruler which by right shall be conferred on the retiring District Deputy Ruler; and

(b)
Immediate Past District Chief Ruler which by right shall be conferred on the retiring District Chief Ruler.
15.
Electing the District Executive 
15.1
Nominations for each elected District Executive position shall be called for by each Tent at its June meeting immediately preceding the Annual District Council at which the election shall be held.
15.2
The nomination must be:

(a)
in writing on the approved certificate as shown in Annexure 1; and

(b)
given to the District Secretary at least 28 days before the Annual District Council at which the election is to be held. 

15.3
In the event that insufficient nominations are received it shall be competent for Tent sponsored, consented written nominations to be presented to the District Executive immediately prior to the opening of the Annual District Council.
15.4
Notwithstanding the provisions of clause 15.3, should any elected position not have at least one consented nomination it shall be competent for the District Chief Ruler, immediately prior to declaring the position vacant, to call for nominations of Members present in person who must signify a willingness to accept nomination.
15.5
A list of the candidates’ names in alphabetical order, with the names of the nominating Tent, must be posted in a conspicuous place in the office or usual place of meeting of the association for at least 7 days immediately preceding the Annual District Council. 
16.
Election and Voting

16.1
A member of the District Executive may only be elected as follows:
(a)
An election shall be conducted by the District Chief Ruler who shall declare the appropriate positions vacant and who shall appoint three (3) Members as returning officer and scrutineers.
(b)
If required by the District Executive balloting lists must be prepared containing the names of the candidates in alphabetical order.

(c)
Each Member present at the Annual district Council may vote for any number of candidates not more than the number of vacancies.
(d)
Each Member present and eligible to vote is entitled to 1 vote only.
(e)
The election shall be by ballot and ballot papers shall be distributed by the returning officer immediately prior to each ballot.
(f)
A simple majority shall decide the outcome of a single position ballot while the outcome of a multi-position ballot shall be determined by the highest number of votes in descending order until the positions are filled.
(g)
In the event of a tied vote for a single position ballot or the final position in a multi position ballot, the position shall be decided by lot conducted by the District Chief Ruler.

(h)
All ballot papers shall be returned to the District Secretary upon completion of each ballot who shall then be responsible for secure disposal.

17.
Office-Bearers and members of the District Executive
17.1
District Chief Ruler

The District Chief Ruler shall:

(a)
preside at all meetings of the District Executive and at all District Councils of the association;

(b)
have the general oversight of the fraternal affairs of the association and shall take precedence over all other District Executive officers;

(c)
open all new Tents, or appoint, in writing some duly qualified Member to act on behalf of the District Chief Ruler;

(d)
have the power to call upon any Tent or sub-committee officer to deliver up all records for inspection at any time;

(e)
preside at the meeting of any Tent officially visited;

(f)
have the power to call special meetings of the District Executive or of any Tent or sub-committee.

The Retiring District Chief Ruler shall hold office until a successor shall have been duly installed.

17.2
District Deputy Ruler

The District Deputy Ruler shall assist the District Chief Ruler at all meetings, and shall discharge all the functions of the District Chief Ruler during the absence of the District Chief Ruler.
17.3
Immediate Past District Chief Ruler

The Immediate Past Chief Ruler shall discharge the functions of the District Chief Ruler in the temporary absence or disability of that officer and the District Deputy Ruler.

17.4
District Secretary


See Rule 13

17.5
District Treasurer

It is the duty of the District Treasurer of the association to ensure:
(a)
that all money due to the association is collected and received and that all payments authorised by the association are made; and
(b)
that correct books and accounts are kept showing the financial affairs of the association, including full details of all receipts and expenditure connected with the activities of the association.
18.
Resignation or removal from office of a District Executive member
18.1
A District Executive member may resign from the District Executive by giving written notice of resignation to the District Secretary.
18.2
The resignation takes effect on:


(a)
the day and at the time the notice is received by the District Secretary; or


(b)
if a later day is stated in the notice – the later day.

18.3
The District Executive may remove or suspend any officer, if  the officer, is absent from three (3) consecutive District Executive meetings without just cause or prior approval.
18.4
A member may be removed from office at a District Council of the association if a majority of the Members present at the meeting vote in favour of removing the member.


18.5
Before a vote of Members is taken about removing the member from office, the member must be given a full and fair opportunity to show cause why he or she should not be removed from office.
18.6
A member has no right of appeal against the member’s removal from office under this section.
19.
Vacancies on the District Executive 
19.1
If a casual vacancy happens on the District Executive, the continuing members of the District Executive may appoint another Member of the association to fill the vacancy until the next Annual District Council.
19.2
The continuing members of the District Executive may act despite a casual vacancy on the District Executive.

19.3
However, if the number of District Executive members is less than the number fixed under these rules as a quorum of the District Executive, the continuing members may act only to:
(a)
increase the number of District Executive members to the number required for a quorum; or
(b)
call a District Council of the association.

20.
Functions of the District Executive 
20.1
Subject to these rules or a resolution of the association Members carried at a District Council, the District Executive has:

(a)
the general control and management of the administration of the affairs of the association which shall include but not be limited to:
(i)

seeing that the Rules are strictly adhered to;
(ii)
receiving and considering all applications for the opening of new Tents, the amalgamation of Tents and the closure of Tents to ensure all steps inherent in any of the aforementioned are properly performed;
(iii)
preparing an annual budget by no later than the second Friday in May. The budget is to take cognisance of the expenses and income of the District Executive, Tents and sub-committees;

(iv)
administering their financial responsibilities in accordance with the budget and the Financial Guidelines;
(v)
generally supervising the conduct of Tents, such as:
a. visiting the Tents by prior arrangement or, when convenient, by request of the Tent;
b. administering any Tent temporarily not functioning under the control of its own officers; 
c. ensuring the Tent Ritual is reviewed no less than once each biennial election term;
(vi)
holding in safekeeping the Common Seal of the association;

(vii)
within the budget framework, administer, consider and decide on applicants for benevolence, bursaries, scholarships and such other matters including any directed by the Annual District Council;

(viii)
considering from time to time publishing and distributing a newsletter for the information and education of all categories of Members;
(ix)
preparing a report on their activities for the preceding twelve months to be tabled at the Annual District Council;

(x)
be responsible for the outreach of the association, provide representation as required at kindred bodies and the like;
(xi)
approving and/or appointing and/or supervising sub-committees for the running of the necessary fraternal and social functions of the association and ensure that sub-committees adhere to by-laws issued by or approved by the District Executive;

(xii)
recommending to the Annual District Council the elevation of Members to Life Members; and
(b)
authority to interpret the meaning of these rules and any matter relating to the association on which the rules are silent.
20.2
The District Executive may exercise the powers of the association to:
(a)
borrow, raise or secure the payment of amounts in a way the association Members decide;
(b)
secure the amounts mentioned in paragraph (a) or the payment or performance of any debt, liability, contract, guarantee or other engagement incurred or to be entered into by the association in any way, including by the issue of debentures (perpetual or otherwise) charged upon the whole or part of the association’s property, both present and future;
(c)
reimburse members of the District Executive for any reasonable expenses incurred in the performance of their functions;
(d)
purchase, redeem or pay off any securities issued;
(e)
borrow amounts from Members and pay interest on the amounts borrowed;
(f)
mortgage or charge the whole or part of its property;
(g)
issue debentures and other securities, whether outright or as security for any debt, liability or obligation of the association;
(h)
provide and pay off any securities issued; and
(i)
invest in a way the Members of the association may from time to time decide.
20.3
For 20.2(e) the rate of interest must not be more than the current rate being charged for overdrawn accounts on money lent (regardless of the term of the loan) by:
i.
the financial institution for the association; or
ii.
if there is more than 1 financial institution for the association—the financial institution nominated by the association.
20.4
The District Executive shall make an allowance available to a Tent and/or Regional Representative for all reasonable expenses incurred in attending the Annual District Council or any District Council not exceeding an amount set by the District Executive from time to time.

21.
Meetings of the District Executive 

21.1
Subject to 21.2 to 21.21, the District Executive may meet and conduct its proceedings.

21.2
The District Executive must meet at least once every 3 months to exercise its functions.


21.3
The District Executive must decide how a meeting is to be called.

21.4
Notice of a meeting is to be given in the way decided by the District Executive.
21.5
If the District Secretary receives a written request signed by at least 33% of the District Executive members, the District Secretary  must call a special meeting of the District Executive.

21.6
A request for a special meeting must state:


i.
why the special meeting is called; and
ii.
the business to be conducted at the meeting.
21.7
At a District Executive meeting, more than 50% of the members elected or appointed to the District Executive as at the close of the last District Council  of the Members form a quorum.
21.8
A question arising at a District Executive meeting is to be decided by a majority vote of District Executive members present at the meeting and, if the votes are equal, the question is decided in the negative.
21.9
A District Executive member must not vote on a question about a contract or proposed contract with the association if the member has an interest in the contract or proposed contract, and if the member does vote the member’s vote must not be counted.
21.10
The District Secretary must give each District Executive member at least 14 days notice of a special meeting of the District Executive.


21.11
A notice of a special meeting must state:

i.
the day, time and place of the meeting; and

ii.
the business to be conducted at the meeting.
21.12
The District Chief Ruler or, if there is no District Chief Ruler or if the District Chief Ruler is not present within 10 minutes after the time fixed for a District Executive meeting, the District Deputy Ruler is to preside as chairperson at the meeting.
21.13
If neither the District Chief Ruler nor the District Deputy Ruler  are present within 10 minutes after the time fixed for a District Executive meeting, the Immediate Past District Chief Ruler is to preside as chairperson at the meeting.
21.14
If the District Chief Ruler, the District Deputy Ruler and the Immediate Past District Chief Ruler are absent from a District Executive meeting, the members may choose 1 of their number to preside as chairperson at the meeting.
21.15
If a quorum is not present within 30 minutes after the time fixed for a District Executive meeting called on the request of District Executive members, the meeting lapses.
21.16
 If a quorum is not present within 30 minutes after the time fixed for a District Executive meeting called other than on the request of District Executive members, the meeting is to be adjourned to:

i.
the same day, time and place in the next week; or

ii.
a day, time and place decided by the District Executive.

21.17
If, at an adjourned meeting mentioned in 21.15 a quorum is not present within 30 minutes after the time fixed for the meeting, the meeting lapses.
21.18
No District Executive member shall be allowed to leave any meeting without the consent of the presiding chairperson.
21.19
Abstention from voting on any question shall constitute neither a positive nor a negative vote.
21.20
Any subject decided by vote at any meeting of the District Executive cannot be again considered at the same nor at any subsequent meeting except on notice of motion.

21.21
A resolution can only be rescinded by motion, notice of which has been given at a previous meeting.
22.
Delegation of District Executive powers
22.1
The District Executive may delegate the whole or part of its powers to a sub-committee consisting of the association Members considered appropriate by the District Executive.

22.2
A sub-committee may only exercise delegated powers in the way the District Executive decides.
22.3
The District Executive shall provide a sub-committee with written by-laws to assist in the carrying out of the powers in 22.2.

22.4
A sub-committee may elect a chairperson of its meetings.
22.5
If the chairperson of a sub-committee is not present within 10 minutes after the time fixed for a meeting, the members present may choose 1 of their number to be chairperson of the meeting.
22.6
A sub-committee may meet and adjourn as it considers appropriate, subject to any requirements under 22.3.

22.7
A question arising at a sub-committee meeting is to be decided by a majority vote of the members present at the meeting and, if the votes are equal, the question is decided in the negative.

23.
Acts not affected by defects or disqualifications
23.1
An act performed by the District Executive, a sub-committee or a person acting as a member of the District Executive is taken to have been validly performed.

23.2
This applies even if the act was performed when:
i.
there was a defect in the appointment of a member of the District Executive, a sub-committee or a person acting as a member of the District Executive; or

ii.
a District Executive member, sub-committee member or person acting as a member of the District Executive was disqualified from being a member.
24.
Resolutions of the District Executive without meeting
24.1
A written resolution signed by each member of the District Executive for the time being entitled to receive notice of a District Executive meeting is as valid and effectual as if it had been passed at a District Executive meeting that was properly called and held.
24.2
A resolution mentioned in 24.1 may consist of several documents in like form, each signed by 1 or more members of the District Executive.

25.
First District Council
25.1
The first District Council must be held not less than 1 month, and not more than 3 months, after the day the association is incorporated. Every general meeting may be referred to as a District Council.

25.2
The District Executive must decide where the meeting is to be held.

25.3
The business to be conducted at the first District Council must include the appointment of an auditor, an accountant or an approved person for the present financial year.

26.
First Annual District Council

The first Annual District Council must be held within 6 months after the end date of the 
association’s reportable financial year. Every annual general meeting may be referred to as an 
Annual District Council.
27.
Subsequent Annual District Council

Each subsequent Annual District Council must be held:

i.
At least once each year; and


ii.
within 6 months after the end of the association’s reportable financial year.
28.
Business to be conducted at the Annual District Council

28.1

The following statutory business must be conducted at each Annual District Council:


(a)
receiving the statement of income and expenditure, assets, liabilities and 



mortgages, charges and securities affecting the property of the association for the 


last reportable financial year;


(b)
receiving the audit report or verification statement on the financial affairs of the 


association for the last reportable financial year;

(c)
presenting the financial statement and audit report or verification statement to the 

meeting for adoption;

(d)
electing members of the District Executive biennially in accordance with 14.3 or 

14.4;

 (e)
appointing an auditor or an accountant if the Association is a level 1 association for any part of the reportable financial year as defined in Section 59 (1) (a) of the Act  or an auditor, accountant or approved person if the Association is a level 2 or level 3 association for any part of the reportable financial year as defined in Section 59A (1) of the Act.
28.2
The order of business at an Annual District Council shall be as follows:

(a)
meeting opened by ranking District Executive officer;


(b)
apologies taken;


(c)
District Chief Ruler’s address;


(d)
statutory business, see 28.1;


(e)
District Executive report;


(f)
reports of kindred organisations;


(g)
consideration of annual membership fee;


(h)
business on notice which shall include if necessary any special resolutions;

(i)
consideration of Life Membership elevation;


(j)
miscellaneous business;


(k)
date and place of next Annual District Council; and


(l)
installation of District Executive (when required).

29.
Special District Council
29.1
The District Secretary may only call a Special District Council by giving each Member notice of the meeting within 28 days after:

(a)
being directed to call the meeting by the District Executive ;


(b)
being given a written request signed by:

i.
at least 33% of the Members of the association presently on the District Executive; or

ii.
at least the number of Members of the association equal to double the number of Members of the association presently on the District Executive plus 1;
(c)
being given a written notice of an intention to appeal against the decision of the District Executive :


i.
to reject an application for membership; or

ii.
to terminate a person’s membership.
29.2
A request mentioned in 29.1(b) must state:


i.
why the Special District Council is being called; and



ii.
the business to be conducted at the meeting.
30.
Notice of District Council

30.1
The District Secretary may call a District Council of the association.

30.2
The District Secretary must give at least 28 days notice of the meeting to each association Member.
30.3
The District Executive may decide the way in which the notice must be given.
30.4
However, notice of the following meetings must be given in writing:
i.
a meeting called to hear and decide the appeal of a Member against the rejection or termination of the Member’s membership by the District Executive; or

ii.
a meeting called to hear and decide a proposed special resolution of the association.
30.5
A notice of a District Council must state the business to be conducted at the meeting.
31.
Quorum for, and adjournment of, District Council
31.1
Subject to 31.5, at a District Council the number of Members equal to the number of Members of the association presently on the District Executive plus 5 form a quorum.

31.2
No business may be conducted at a District Council unless a quorum of Members is present when the meeting proceeds to business.
31.3
If a quorum is not present within 30 minutes after the time fixed for a District Council called on the request of members of the District Executive or the association, the meeting lapses.
31.4
If a quorum is not present within 30 minutes after the time fixed for a District Council called other than on the request of members of the District Executive or the association, the meeting the meeting is to be adjourned to:

i.
the same day, time and place in the next week; or

ii.
a day, time and place decided by the District Executive .

31.5
If, at an adjourned meeting, a quorum under 31.1 is not present within 30 minutes after the time fixed for the meeting, the Members present form a quorum.
31.6
The chairperson may, with the consent of any meeting at which a quorum is present, and must if directed by the meeting, adjourn the meeting from time to time and from place to place.
31.7
If a meeting is adjourned under 31.6, only the business left unfinished at the meeting from which the adjournment took place may be conducted at the adjourned meeting.
31.8
The District Secretary is not required to give the Members notice of an adjournment or of the business to be conducted at an adjourned meeting unless a meeting is adjourned for at least 30 days.
31.9
If a meeting is adjourned for at least 30 days, notice of the adjourned meeting must be given in the same way notice is given for an original meeting.
31.10
this rule— Member includes a person attending as a proxy

32.
Procedure at a District Council

32.1
Subject to these rules, at each District Council:
(a)
The District Chief Ruler or, if there is no District Chief Ruler or if the District Chief Ruler is not present within 10 minutes after the time fixed for a District Executive meeting, the District Deputy Ruler is to preside as chairperson at the meeting; and
(b)
If neither the District Chief Ruler nor the District Deputy Ruler  are present within 10 minutes after the time fixed for a District Executive meeting, the Immediate Past District Chief Ruler is to preside as chairperson at the meeting; and

(c)
If the District Chief Ruler, the District Deputy Ruler and the Immediate Past District Chief Ruler are absent from a District Executive meeting, the members may choose 1 of their number to preside as chairperson at the meeting.

(d)
the chairperson must conduct the meeting in a proper and orderly way.

(e)
each question, matter or resolution must be decided by a majority of votes of the Members present.

(f)
each Member present and entitled to vote is entitled to 1 vote only and, if the votes are equal, the chairperson has a casting vote as well as a primary vote.

(g)
a Member is not entitled to vote at District Council if the Member’s annual subscription is in arrears at the date of the meeting.
(h)
voting may be by a show of hands or a division of Members, unless at least 20% of the Members present demand a secret ballot.

(i)
if a secret ballot is held, the chairperson must appoint 2 Members to conduct the secret ballot in the way the chairperson decides.

(j)
the result of a secret ballot as declared by the chairperson is taken to be a resolution of the meeting at which the ballot was held.

(k)
a Member may vote in person or by proxy or by attorney and:
i.
on a show of hands, each person present who is a Member or a representative of a Member has 1 vote; and
ii.
in a secret ballot, each Member present in person or by proxy or by attorney or other properly authorised representative has 1 vote.

(l)
an instrument appointing a proxy must be in writing and signed by the appointer or the appointer’s attorney properly authorised in writing.
(m)
a proxy may be a Member of the association or another person.

(n)
the instrument appointing a proxy is taken to confer authority to demand or join in demanding a secret ballot.
(o)
if a Member wants a proxy vote to for or against a resolution, the instrument appointing a proxy must be in the following or like form:

Independent Order of Rechabites Queensland District No.87 Inc


I,………….of……….., being a Member of the association, appoint


…………...of………..as my proxy to vote for me on my behalf at the {Annual} District Council of the association, to be held on…………..20.. and at any adjournment of the meeting.


Signed ………..of…………..20..


Signature………………………..


This form is to be used *in favour of/*against {Strike out whichever is not wanted} the following resolutions.
(p)
each instrument appointing a proxy must be given to the District Secretary before the start of the meeting or adjourned meeting at which the person named in the instrument proposes to vote.
(q)
the District Secretary must ensure full and accurate minutes of all questions, matters, resolutions and other proceedings of each District Executive meeting and District Council are entered in a minute book.

(r)
the District Secretary must ensure the minute book for each District Council is open for inspection at all reasonable times by any financial Member who previously applies to the District Secretary for the inspection.

32.2
To ensure the accuracy of the minutes recorded under subsection 32.1(q):
(a)
the minutes of each District Executive meeting must be signed by the chairperson of the meeting, or the chairperson of the next District Executive meeting, verifying their accuracy.

(b)
the minutes of each District Council meeting must be signed by the chairperson of the meeting, or the chairperson of the next District Council meeting, verifying their accuracy.

(c)
the minutes of each Annual District Council meeting must be signed by the chairperson of the meeting, or the chairperson of the next meeting of the association that is a District Council or Annual district Council, verifying their accuracy.

33.
By-Laws
33.1
The District Executive may make, amend or repeal regulations and by-laws not inconsistent with these rules, for the internal management of the association.
33.2
A regulation may be set aside by a vote of Members at a District Council of the association.

34.
Alteration of Rules
34.1
Subject to the Associations Incorporation Act 1981, these rules may be amended, repealed or added to by a special resolution carried at a District Council.

34.2
However an amendment, repeal or addition is valid only if it is registered by the Chief Executive.

35.
Common Seal

35.1
The District Executive must ensure the association has a common seal.

35.2
The common seal must be:


i.
kept securely by the District Secretary; and



ii.
used only under the authority of the District Executive.

35.3
Each instrument to which the seal is attached must be signed by a member of the District Executive and countersigned by:


i.
The District Secretary; or


ii.
another member of the District Executive; or


iii.
someone appointed by the District Executive.

36.
Funds and accounts
36.1
The funds of the association must be kept in an account in the name of the association in a financial institution decided by the District Executive.

36.2
Records and accounts must be kept in the English language showing full and accurate particulars of the financial affairs of the association.
36.3
All amounts must be deposited in the financial institution account as soon as practicable after receipt.
36.4
All amounts must be paid by either cheque or electronic transfer, and the cheque or transfer authorisation signed by any two of the:

i.
District Chief Ruler;


ii.
District Secretary;


iii.
District Treasurer;


iv.
another Member authorised by the District Executive for the purpose.

36.5
Cheques, other than cheques for wages, allowances or petty cash recoupment, must be crossed ‘not negotiable’.

36.6
A petty cash account must be kept on the imprest system, and the District Executive must decide the amount of petty cash to be kept in the account.

36.7
All expenditure must be approved or ratified at a District Executive meeting.

36.8
The District Treasurer must, as soon as practicable after the end of each financial year, ensure a statement containing the following particulars is prepared:

i.
the income and expenditure for the financial year just ended;

ii.
the association’s assets and liabilities at the close of the year;
iii.
the mortgages, charges and securities affecting the property of the association at the close of the year.

36.9
If the association is incorporated within 3 months before the end of the association’s financial year, 36.8 does not apply for the financial year in which the association is incorporated.

36.10
The person appointed under 25.3 or 28.1(e), must examine the statement prepared under 36.8 and present a report about it to the District Secretary before the next Annual District Council  following the financial year for which the audit was made.

36.11
The income and property of the association must be used solely in promoting the association’s objects and exercising the association’s powers.
37.
Documents
37.1
The District Executive must ensure the safe custody of books, documents, instruments of title and securities of the association.
37.2
For all records held by electronic means, the District Executive must ensure that regular backup of the system and files occurs and that the system is adequately protected against virus contamination or destruction.
37.3
Regular certification by the District Secretary to the District Executive shall be construed as adequate execution of 37.1 and 37.2.
38.
Financial year

The financial year of the association closes on 30 June each year.

39.
Distribution of surplus assets to another entity

39.1
This section applies if the association:


i.
is wound-up under part 10 of the Act; and
ii.
it has surplus assets.
39.2
The surplus assets must not be distributed among the association Members.
39.3
The surplus assets must be given to another entity:

i.
having objects similar to the association’s objects; and
ii.
the rules of which prohibit the distribution of the entity’s income and assets to its Members.
39.4
In this section:

surplus assets has the meaning given by section 92(3) of the Act.
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Independent Order of Rechabites Queensland District No 87 Inc

Independent Order of Rechabites Queensland District No.87 Inc
Nomination of District Officers for YEAR

This is to certify that ……………………………………………………………………….

has been duly nominated by …………………………………………..Tent, No………….

for the office of *……………………………………………………………………………

Signature of Tent secretary…………………………............................Date…………….20..

Consent to Nomination

I hereby consent to the above nomination for which I possess the necessary qualifications.

Signature of Candidate………………………………………………...Date……………20..

*Please indicate ONE only of:

District Deputy Ruler

District Secretary

District Treasurer

District Officer (two required)
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